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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The human rights situation in Bahrain is seriously deteriorating.
The Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) report
documented more than 50 patterns of violations, and in 2012, 176
recommendations were issued in the Universal Periodic Review
(UPR), but Bahrain did not accept the basic recommendations of
them. In fact, the Bahraini authorities implemented the opposite
of those recommendations. 21 patterns of torture methods were
recorded and more than 4,000 Bahraini citizens were subjected to
torture and ill-treatment since 2011, while the UN Special
Rapporteur on torture was prevented from visiting Bahrain.
The Bahraini authorities implemented what the Bassiouni Report
warned about, like undermining civil society through dissolving
a number of institutions such as Al-Wefaq National Islamic
Society, Islamic Scholars Council, Islamic Enlightenment Society
(Al-Tawiya), Al-Risala Society, and Islamic Action Society
(Amal). Since 2011, more than 11,000 citizens were arbitrarily
arrested due to practicing their rights to peaceful assembly and
freedom of expression, including 330 Bahraini women and 968
children. This clearly indicates that the Bahraini authorities are
evading the implementation of the 13 Geneva recommendations
which are related to freedom of assembly and association, and the
most notable of which were recommended by: Ireland, France,
Australia, and Switzerland. The right to citizenship became one
of the political revenge tools, as more than 380 Bahraini citizens
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were stripped of their nationalities including journalists, academics,
former Members of Parliament, and religious scholars such as
the leader of the Shiite community in Bahrain, Ayatollah Sheikh
Issa Qassem, according to a royal decree. In addition, a number
of Bahraini children were deprived of the Bahraini citizenship
because of the malicious judgments against their parents. There is
an obvious promotion of the policy of impunity, which
established the principle of protecting the culprits and
prosecuting the victims through unfair trials, and adapting the
Penal Code, the terrorism law and the nationality law. A number
of legislations related to these laws were introduced in order to
prosecute citizens and political and human rights activists, and 6
articles of the Bahraini Penal Code were exploited to criminalize
freedom of expression. In addition, human rights defenders were
transformed to “the most vulnerable targets among targets of
repression”, as they have been subjected to travel bans, violation
of freedom of movement, and repeated arrests and summonses,
especially with the arrest of president of the Bahrain Center for
Human Rights, Nabeel Rajab, and as Bahrain’s Ministry of
Interior uses its legal authority to open primary investigations in
order to intimidate, silence or prevent defenders from doing their
legitimate activities to promote human rights.
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By analyzing facts and events since 2011, we reach the
following results:

The Bahraini authorities carried out many arbitrary arrests that
fall at least within the second or third category or both, according
to the procedural definition adopted by the UN Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention. The security authorities continued the
systematic practices of torture and ill-treatment for the purpose of
forcing victims to give information or confess, or for the purpose
of punishment, and in some cases due to sectarian discrimination.
In addition, those in charge of interrogating detainees use very
painful but non-lethal torture methods, which do not leave marks
on the body of the victim, in order to hide any evidence that may
lead to accountability. Moreover, prisoners of Jaw Central Prison
were subjected to excessive use of force and torture after the
turmoil that occurred in the prison. The Ombudsman, the National
Institution for Human Rights, and the Special Investigation Unit
of the Public Prosecution fail miserably in playing their role
in the violation cases. In addition, sectarian persecution against
the indigenous Shia Muslims in Bahrain is uncontrollable. 559
violations of Ashura season were registered since 2013, and the
practices of intolerance and discrimination are widespread in
state institutions. The official media continues to broadcast hate
speeches. In one year, more than 3,000 hate speeches were
recorded by the official media, which does not allow those who
express anti-government views to participate in its programs. In
addition, the broadcasting space is occupied by the state media,
with the exception of the only independent newspaper, Al-Wasat,
which is facing serious pressure.
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With impunity, extra-judicial killings continued in Bahrain,
especially with the beginning of 2017, after carrying out the
executions and violating the right to life of three citizens based
on unfair trials. The security forces were also involved in extra-judicial
killings of other civilians afterwards. We are concerned about
carrying out the other death sentences of prisoners of conscience
Mohammad Ramadan and Hussein Moussa, and we call on the
international organizations to make serious efforts.

Among the new methods of security repression is violating the
freedom of movement and imposing a stifling security blockade
on Diraz area, which is inhabited by more than 20 thousand
Bahraini citizens. In Diraz, citizens are exercising the right to
peaceful assembly beside Ayatollah Qassim’s house. The Bahraini
authorities prevent trucks of fresh water and food supplies from
entering the area in successive periods, the Internet is deliberately
disrupted daily, and citizens who do not live in Diraz are prevented
from entering at checkpoints. A number of citizens, activists and
religious scholars were arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced to
prison over exercising their right to peaceful assembly in Diraz.
We are concerned about keeping the security measures in Diraz
since they will leave a very bad impact on the humanitarian
situation there.

The Bahraini authorities also imposed a complete ban on peaceful
assembly since 2014, and used excessive force to disperse
demonstrators since 2011, which caused 4997 injuries. In
addition, the Law on Public Gatherings imposes unnecessary
restrictions to criminalize freedom of assembly, and arbitrary
restrictions are imposed on the establishment of non-governmental
organizations, especially those of political nature, and these
organizations face unjustified intervention in their affairs.
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We urge the international human rights bodies, particularly the
UN High Commissioner, to support freedom of religion or
belief as they support freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.
We also urge the UN Human Rights Council to make efforts to
appoint a UN Special Rapporteur in Bahrain. In addition, we
support the High Commissioner in its quest to open a regional
office with full powers in Bahrain.

We hope that the Member States of the Human Rights Council
adopt the recommendations of the civil society in the upcoming
UPR session on Bahrain’s human rights status in May 2017.
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PREAMBLE

The Bahrain Forum for Human Rights (BFHR) issues this 2016
report with the beginning of 2017, the year in which Bahrain’s
human rights situation will be discussed within the UN Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva.

Bahrain’s human rights record has become more burdensome than
before, with the security crackdown on the Bahraini opposition
and the prosecutions of political and rights activists, journalists
and photographers for practicing their activities, which are directly
related to their work and to the right to express their opinions.
In addition, protesters are being prosecuted and the law is being
used to punish them within unfair procedures and trials, and
violations are continuing and escalating.

This report observes the most important 2016 human rights
events, which indicate the continuation of human rights
violations in Bahrain. It also reviews the violations represented
in the following:

* Violation of religious freedoms

* Arbitrary detention

* Torture

* Enforced disappearance

* Deprivation of nationality

* Banning gatherings

» Targeting civil society organizations

» Unfair prosecutions
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All of the abovementioned is based on events, facts and statistics
that were recorded and verified, noting that some cases and events
were excluded due to doubts about their validity, and others were
not recorded for reasons related to the BFHR’s potentials or
because some victims refused to file complaints for fear of
security pursuits.

CONTINUATION OF VIOLATIONS

Four years ago, 67 countries recommended 176 recommendations
on the human rights situation in Bahrain within the Universal
Periodic Review of the Human Rights Council in 2012.

By observing the human rights situation in Bahrain, we notice
that the vast majority of these recommendations have not been
implemented. On the contrary, government procedures and
measures indicate that the Bahraini government has escalated the
violations and persisted in failing to meet international human
rights obligations.

With reference to some of the recommendations recommended by
the Human Rights Council — to name but a few — Bahrain did not
commit to implementing them, for example:

1. Releasing the prisoners; many countries, including the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Switzerland, Germany and others,
recommended the immediate and unconditional release of all
those who were sentenced for exercising their fundamental
rights to freedom of expression and assembly.
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Although Bahrain claims that it has reviewed the rulings of
the National Safety Courts and therefore released some
detainees, the evidence and the large number of trials, some
of which will be referred to in this report, confirm that dozens
are still prosecuted through unfair trials.

2. Amending the laws and regulations that restrict rights and
freedoms; Ireland recommended that it is necessary to “amend
any article of the Penal Code that could be used to prosecute
individuals for exercising the right to freedom of assembly,
peaceful expression or association and bring domestic laws
into line with the international standards of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Similar recommendations
were recommended by: Slovakia, Costa Rica, Switzerland,
Hungary, Maldives, Canada and others.

Instead of implementing those recommendations, the
Bahraini government has taken many measures that restrict
political and human rights action and has issued legislations
and amendments to some laws, including the Bahraini Penal
Code and the law on protecting society from terrorist acts,
which it has used to punish activists and paralyze political and
human rights work. This will be shown in some parts of the
report.

3. Ensuring the exercise of freedom of peaceful assembly and
association, which was recommended by Australia, Canada,
Costa Rica, Ireland, Switzerland and others; these countries
stressed the need to develop appropriate measures and
procedures that will help create the right environment for the
exercise of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and
association. However, the Bahraini government, according to
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4.

many data, has undermined the exercise of this right. The
gatherings were completely banned in the capital of Manama
after the amendment of the gatherings law, and have been
banned in all of Bahrain since March 2015. In addition, many
political, professional and social associations are targeted,
especially after closing Al-Wefaq National Islamic Society,
one of the largest political societies in Bahrain. The government
refuses to give any new licenses for human rights, political,
professional or social societies which include opposition
activists.

Belgium recommended the implementation of the
recommendations stated in the report of the Bahrain
Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI), particularly those
related to establishing a national reconciliation program, meeting
the aspirations of the groups that are victims of discrimination,
ensuring fair trials for detainees before ordinary criminal courts
and in accordance with international standards, and removing
all restrictions imposed on the movement of foreign journalists
and international human rights organizations.

These recommendations have not been implemented to a
certain extent, in fact, all the situations related to the above
mentioned became harsher than before.! Discrimination is
increasing , trials in Bahrain lack the most basic standards for
fair trials, and foreign journalists, international human rights
organizations, and United Nations special rapporteurs are all
banned from entering Bahrain

1. Review the Missing Justice report issued by the Bahrain Forum for Human Rights.
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5. Torture; Switzerland, Korea, Slovakia, Norway, Maldives,
Slovenia, Italy, Germany and others recommended prohibiting
and criminalizing torture, providing the appropriate mechanism to
prevent it, and holding those involved in torture and ill-treatment,
including security officials, accountable. However, torture is
still ongoing in all detention centers and prisons, while the
policy of impunity continues to exist, with the involvement of
the Public Prosecution and the judiciary.

The judiciary continues to acquit security personnel involved
in the violations while at the same time issues judicial
sentences against detainees who are already serving sentences
for assaulting the police, as will be shown later on in the report.

6. Spain and Norway recommended stopping all acts of intimidation
or repression against human rights defenders, journalists and
non-governmental organizations, and protecting human rights
defenders and allowing them to do their work without intimi-
dation, hindrance or harassment.

However, many media professionals, journalists and human
rights defenders were prosecuted and prevented from travel,
including travel to attend the session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva.

Moreover, since late September 2016, the authorities have
refused to renew the licenses of Bahraini journalists working for
foreign news agencies, and thus they were prevented from
doing their jobs. Those journalists include Mohammed
Al-Sheikh, a photographer working for AFP, Hasan Jamali, a
photographer working for the Associated Press, and Nazeeha
Said, a correspondent for Radio Monte Carlo and France 24.
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It is worth mentioning that according to Article 88 of Law
47/2002, which regulates the work of the press in Bahrain,
journalists working for foreign media agencies residing in
Bahrain are prohibited from working and covering the news
freely without obtaining a license from the Information
Affairs Authority that must be renewed annually.
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The number of human rights violations in Bahrain has increased
more than ever and in a more systematic manner, with the number of
victims of violations during 2016 reaching 2389 victims. It should
be noted that the figures in the following table represent cases that
have been recorded, but it is possible that there are other cases
which could not be recorded or the victims refused to document
their case for fear of security harassment.

The figure below shows the number
of violations by month in 2016

ol

January

February

March
April

July

The total victims of violations are August

September

October
victims November

December
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Many of the people targeted by the government and the security
authorities have legal or special statuses and many of them are
well-known individuals in the Bahraini society, including journalists,
lawyers, rights activists, chanters, prominent clerics, athletes,
public activists, and others.

The following table shows the number of victims who
have a legal or special status:

status

Special needs

Journalist

Rights activist

Chanter

Cleric

Athlete

Politician

Patient

Administrator

Activist

Businessman

Total

Other
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It is clear from the previous table that the clerics are ranked first
in the targeting, noting that all of them are Shiite clerics who
engage in social and political activities, and some of them practice
religious preaching. Human rights activists come second, and the
numbers of activists in public affairs and political activists are
close.

It should be noted that the figure 388 does not represent the total
number of the targeted people, as the number of targeted people,
who were recorded by the BFHR, amounted to 1385 people.



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS



22 Sequence of events

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

The following part tackles the sequence of the most important incidents
that monitor the human rights situation in Bahrain during 2016
with comments on some of them. These incidents are not considered

a full documentation, as some were not verified and some were
not considered due to potentials. Some of the incidents are fully
discussed in other chapters of the report. However, most of the
incidents related to unfair trials can be found in the prosecution
chapter.
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JANUARY

1.

On Friday, January 1, 2016, Bahrain witnessed wide protests
as hundreds of citizens staged protests in Sitra. Despite the
excessive security deployment, protestors could reach the main
street before the government’s forces used power to disperse
them. The forces used tear gas and shotguns against the
protestors, leaving a number of injuries.

Protests escalated on Saturday, January 2, after Saudi Arabia
executed 47 persons including Sheikh Nimr Bager Al-Nimr.
Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior issued a statement in which it
stressed “the right of Saudi Arabia to take whatever security
measures and procedures it sees right and suitable to maintain
the security and stability of the country.”

The statement added that Article 215 of the Bahraini Penal
Code stipulates that “A punishment of imprisonment for a
period of no more than two years or a fine of no more than BD
200 shall be inflicted upon any person who offends in public
a foreign country or an international organization based in the
State of Bahrain or its president or representative. The same
penalty shall apply to a person who offends such organization’s
flag or official emblem.”

The Interior Ministry strictly stressed that it will not in any
way accept or approve any form of intervention or comment
on the legal system of Saudi Arabia or any brotherly or friendly
state, asserting that such issues concern the sovereignty of
a country and the ministry will not hesitate in taking whatever
measures or procedures necessary against those who interfere
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in the sovereignty and security of any GCC state, and that
violators in this regard will be subjected to legal punishments
within the framework of the security and legal agreements
between GCC states.

The ministry called for “abiding by the law that requires
taking the correct information from its formal and official
sources and not to use social media to spread sick rumors that
shake the peace and security of citizens,” indicating that
article 168 of the Bahraini Penal Code stipulates that
“Imprisonment for a period of no more than two years and
a fine not exceeding BD 200 or either penalty shall be the
punishment for any person who deliberately disseminates
false reports, statements or malicious rumors, or produces any
publicity seeking to damage public security, terrorize the
population or cause damage to the public interest.””

This is one of the legal articles that was criticized by the Bahrain
Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) in punishing the
dissidents and restricting freedoms of opinion and expression.

Article 1282 of BICI report says, “Paragraph 1 of ar-
ticle 168 places broad restrictions on the exercise of
freedoms of opinion and expression by criminalizing

“any false or malicious news reports, statements or
rumors or spreads adverse publicity”. The absence of
clear thresholds governing the application of this

provision, and the ambiguity of notions such as

2. Statement of the Ministry of Interior, http://www.policemc.gov.bh/news/ministry/47400


http://www.policemc.gov.bh/news/ministry/47400
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“malicious news reports”, “rumors” and “adverse

publicity”, raise concerns about the overly broad re-
strictions imposed by this article. These concerns are
heightened by the manner in which the provision was
applied.”

In addition to articles 1283, 1284, 1284, 1286, 1287 and 1288.

3. OnJanuary 3, the Bahraini Ministry of Interior said in a statement
issued on Sunday (January 3, 2016) that it arrested a number
of participants in the protests that Bahrain witnessed
condemning the Saudi government’s execution of Sheikh
Nimr Al-Nimr. It stated that it seized those who misused social
media outlets, took legal actions against them, and summoned
the parents of juveniles. The Interior Ministry warned their
parents of subjecting them to the legal punishment of
“imprisonment for not less than a year, and a fine not exceeding
2,000 dinars, or one of these two penalties” if the violations
are to be repeated.

The Ministry of Interior’s statements and its previous
one means that everyone who has an opposing view to
Saudi Arabia, criticizes execution of Sheikh Nimr Al-
Nimr and speaks out loud against it is considered lawless.

This means that he/she will be subjected to legal
accountability. Thus, the Bahraini government arrested
some of the activists and protestors who opposed the
execution; this is considered a clear violation of freedom

of expression.
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4. In the same context, the security authorities in Bahrain arrested
on the evening of Sunday, January 3, Shiite cleric Sheikh Ali
bin Ahmad Al-Jidhafsi after summoning him for interrogations
over a speech he delivered, in which he condemned the execu-
tion of cleric Sheikh Nimr Al-Nimr. The authorities decided to
detain him until presenting him to the prosecution that released
him later.

5. The authorities arrested at the dawn of January 4 the
ophthalmologist Dr. Saeed Al-Samahiji after raiding his house,
over tweets he published on his own Twitter account, in which
he condemned the execution of Sheikh Al-Nimr and 3 other
prisoners of conscience carried out by Saudi Arabia. The
prosecution referred him to court on January 28 after charging
him with insulting Saudi Arabia and inciting to protest. On
April 7, the court sentenced Al-Samabhiji to one year in prison
after accusing him of “insulting a brotherly state and
publicly inciting disobedience of the law and regulations of
the Kingdom of Bahrain and publicly calling for participation
in unlicensed rallies and assemblies.”

6. On January 4, the security authorities in Bahrain charged
journalist Mahmoud Al-Jaziri (27 years old), who was
arrested unexpectedly on (December 28, 2015), with the charges
of affiliation to “Al-Wafa Islamic Party”, which is an unregis-
tered political society, and writing the political statements of
the February 14 Youth Coalition. The Bahraini authorities also
accused Al-Jaziri of funding terrorism, inciting hatred against
the regime, contacting a foreign country and giving it infor-
mation, and calling for the overthrow of the regime. Al-Jaziri
was referred to the Terror Crime Prosecution where he
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was interrogated about the charges against him. He, however,
denied all the charges.

For his part, Mansoor Al-Jamri, editor-in-chief
of Al-Wasat newspaper said that “Al-Jaziri denied all these
charges and that he told prosecutions that his relationship with
Al-Wafaa had never extended past proofreading the group’s
public statements, and that he had stopped even that activity
after he became a professional journalist in 2012,” indicating
that Al-Jaziri used to cover parliamentary news for Al-Wasat.
The Committee to Protect Journalists and other organizations
called to release journalist Mahmoud Al-Jaziri immediately and
drop all charges against him.’

7. In the framework of tightening the grip on political activism,
the Public Prosecution summoned on Tuesday, January 5, the
Secretary-General of Wa’ad Society, Radhi Al-Moussawi, head
of Al-Wefaq’s Shura, Sayed Jameel Kadhem, and the Chairman
of the Religious Freedom Committee in Bahrain Observatory,
Sheikh Maytham Al-Salman for interrogations. The Criminal
Investigation Office had summoned all the participants in the
seminar held in Al-Wefaq Society’s headquarters on December
27, 2015 to voice solidarity with its Secretary-General Sheikh
Ali Salman after one year of his arrest. Then, the Criminal
Investigation Office referred the Assistant Secretary-General of
Al-Wefaq, Khalil Al Marzooq, and the society’s member, Sayed
Mohammad Al-Ghuraifi, to the Public Prosecution.

3. Statement of Committee to Protect Journalists

https://cpj.org/201601//bahrain-accuses-journalist-of-supporting-terrorism.php
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8.

In a continuation to the series of excessive force used against
protestors, Sitra witnessed on January 8 clashes between
protestors and policemen. A large number of men and women
had taken to the streets in Sitra before the security forces
intervened and fired tear gas and shotguns to disperse the
protestors, leaving a number of injuries.*

Before holding the fifth appeals session of opposition politi-
cal leader and Secretary-General of Al-Wefaq, Sheikh Ali
Salman, that was scheduled on January 14, the King of
Bahrain appointed one of his family members, Judge Mohammed
bin Ali Al Khalifa, as a judge to the appeals court. Judge Al
Khalifa harshened Sheikh Ali Salman’s sentence from 4 to 9
years in prison. (Review Sheikh Ali Salman’s study)

Judge Mohammad bin Ali Al Khalifa is known for issuing
harsh sentences against political dissidents, activists and people
participating in protests when he used to head the First High
Criminal Court. He issued several sentences, including
life-term verdicts against about 45 persons in cases related
to the political movement in 2015. He also issued sentences
stripping 73 dissidents of their citizenships, over political
issues, including 56 persons in a single verdict.

However, he had acquitted 5 members of the security forces
of charges of torture practiced on detainees to extract coerced
confessions. He also issued a verdict acquitting the murderer of
martyr Salah Abass who was killed from a short distance by shot-
gun pellets, in addition to acquitting Nora Al Khalifa of torture
charges against journalist Naziha Saeed, as well as other cases.

4. The Bahraini Al-Wasat newspaper, http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1066076.html
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10. As international human rights organizations continue to
document and condemn the massive violations practiced by the
Bahraini authorities against citizens since the 2011 pro-de-
mocracy protests, the human rights committee in the Bahraini
Parliament decided to form 5 separate units within the
committee itself to divide and distribute human rights files
that are full of violations documented by international human
rights organizations in periodic reports. Member of Parliament
and head of the human rights committee, Nasser Al-Qaseer,
said on January 19: “The committee discussed in its meeting
a proposal to prepare an inclusive and national strategy that
includes the needed mechanisms, measures and plans to deal
with human rights reports issued about the Kingdom. The
committee decided to divide the files and distribute them among
5 separate units inside the committee itself, each has its own
specialty in order to guarantee more accurate and specialized
work and find fruitful, productive and more effective recom-
mendations to be raised to the council soon.””

This measure reflects the negative role played by the
Parliament, which includes majority of government’s
supporters, when it comes to human rights violations
in Bahrain. Instead of playing the role of supervising
and protecting human rights and freedoms and in-
vestigating the violations, the parliament defends the
government in the international forums to justify the

violations exercised by the authorities against citizens.

5. The Bahraini Akhbar Al-Khaleej newspaper, http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/13815/article/2619.html


http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/13815/article/2619.html
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11.

In the framework of keeping a firm grip on the freedom of
press and media, Al-Wasat local newspaper said that it was
informed by Bahrain’s Ministry of Information Affairs over a
phone call on January 25, of the decision to ban it from using
the social media outlet, YouTube, and was also informed earlier
this month that it was banned from publishing and streaming
videos. The newspaper added on its official website that this
ban followed another decision issued on Thursday (January
7, 2016)which stated banning the newspaper from publishing
videos since the newspaper works under the Decree-law
No.47 of 2002 and “its license doesn’t include publishing and
streaming news videos.”

Al-Wasat newspaper further said in its response to the ban
issued by Bahrain’s Ministry of Information Affairs that the
decree-law No.47 of 2002 allows it to publish audios and
audio-visuals and that publishing video footages is an
international approach in the modern media. It added that it
hopes that the government would enact law 47/2002, especially
that it is linked to the necessity of activating what the press
and publishing profession requires. However, the newspaper
did not receive any response from the authorities that insist on
the banning decision.®

. The Bahraini Foreign Affairs, Defense and National Security

Parliamentary Committee recommended the amendment of
article 11 of law 58/2006 concerning protecting the society
from terrorist acts, aiming at harshening the penalty from 5
to 7 years in prison against anyone who, holds or possesses

6. The Bahraini Al-Wasat newspaper, http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1072283.html


http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1072283.html
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13.

personally or through another person publications, which in-
clude promoting, praising, justifying or encouraging any acts
committed for a terrorist purpose while being aware, where
it is intended to be distributed, offered for sale, published, or
transmitted; publications mean what is included in the defini-
tion of publications in the Law regarding organizing the press,
printing and publishing.

Bahrain’s criminal court sentenced on Monday, January 25,
57 suspects to 15 years in prison and bound them to pay BD
508187.970. The court accused the suspects of committing
riots and chaos in Jaw Central prison. The authorities claimed
that the suspects did not obey the orders and instructions,
kicked out the police from the wards and buildings, and closed
the gates using furniture.

However, the prisoners’ narrative is totally different. They say
that the security forces attacked the family of one of the
prisoners and beat the prisoner himself, which led to protests
inside the prison. The security forces used excessive force to
put an end to the protests inside the prison. This was followed
by series of human rights violations and abuses against
detainees that lasted for months. Despite what happened, the
authorities did not convict any of the security forces accused
of exercising serious violations against detainees.

. The Third Minor Criminal Court decided on Sunday, January

31, to release detainee Jalila Al-Sayed Amin following nearly
one year of imprisonment. The court adjourned considering
her case until February 21, 2016. The authorities had arrested
Amin on February 10, 2014, after a large number of security
forces surrounded her house and confiscated some of her
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electronic devices. The authorities accused Amin of managing
a Twitter account named “Resistant Media”.
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FEBRUARY

15.

16.

On February 11, Amnesty International said, “Five years af-
ter a wave of protests demanding widespread reform rocked
Bahrain, hopes for progress on human rights and accountability
for past and present abuses have faded. The mass protests
which began on 14 February 2011 were met with violence
by the security forces, who shot dead and injured protesters.
Others died in custody after being tortured.” It added,
“Despite pledges from the authorities to prosecute security
forces responsible for human rights violations in 2011, the
Bahraini people are still waiting for justice. Institutions set up
to protect human rights have not only failed to independently
investigate or hold perpetrators to account, but now increas-
ingly appear to be used to whitewash continuing abuses.”’

As the fifth anniversary of February 14 uprising approached,
a number of peaceful demonstrations were staged on February
4, in Sitra, Maqaba, Bilad Al-Qadeem, Karzakan, Buri, A’ali,
Al-Musalla, Al-Daih, Al-Dair, Bani Jamra, Sadad and other
villages. Several protests were dispersed by the security forces
that used excessive force and fired shotguns against protestors
and tear gas in the residential neighborhoods.

. In the same context, the security authorities in Bahrain

imposed strict security measures based on calls launched by
activists to stage protests. Intensified presence of security
forces was noticed on Thursday (February 11, 2016) and the
days that followed in many areas and main streets in Bahrain.

7. Amnesty International’s statement, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/201602//bahrain-hopes-for-justice-

and-reform-fading-five-years-since-201 1 -uprising/


https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/bahrain-hopes-for-justice-and-reform-fading-five-years-since-2011-uprising/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/bahrain-hopes-for-justice-and-reform-fading-five-years-since-2011-uprising/
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In addition, a number of check points were deployed within
this period, which led to traffic in many streets.

. Due to the mass protests staged in February 2016, Assistant

Undersecretary for Legal Affairs at the Interior Ministry,
Major-General Mohammed Buhamood, announced on
Saturday the arrest of a number of minors participated in
riots and acts of vandalism in various villages. He said that
legal action was taken against them and their parents were
summoned to sign pledges to ensure their children would
not take part in criminal activities and acts of delinquency.
The parents were also ordered to bring their children to their
local police directorates to appear before the Juvenile
Prosecution as per the instructions of the Public Prosecution.

Buhamood pointed out that Article 19 of Decree Law 23
of 2013 on amendment of Law 17 of 1976 specifies that
“imprisonment and/ or fine for anyone who is raising
a juvenile and has been warned in accordance with
paragraph (a) of Article 4 of this law if he neglected the
supervision of the juvenile in a way that makes him repeat
the crime.” He added that Article 20 specifies “imprisonment
of not less than one year and/ or a fine of up to BD 2,000 for
anyone who has been given responsibility of a juvenile but
neglects him in a way that the juvenile commits a crime.”

. Despite the heavy security in different Bahraini villages,

protestors staged 89 protests on Saturday and Sunday 13 and
14 February in about 28 villages. 22 of the protests were

8. The Ministry of Interior’s statement http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/48964


http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/48964
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21.

oppressed by the security forces that left a number of injuries
in the protestors’ ranks.

On Sunday, February 14, activists published video footage
showing policemen while attempting to run over protestors in
Sitra. The video displays policemen vehicles chasing dozens
of protestors while fleeing.’

Within this context, the security authorities arrested on
Sunday, February 14, the American journalist Anna Day and
three members of her camera crew while covering protests
in Sitra that witnessed clashes between security men and
demonstrators.Bahrain’s Interior Ministry said in a statement

Arresting the four journalists and bringing charges

against them comes in the framework of imposing
restrictions on the movements of media people and
journalists. It also proves Bahrain’s continuous
sensibility regarding media outlets, especially 5 years
following the eruption of protests.

9. Video footage showing the incident https://youtu.be/xTjDRxXpU 1w


https://youtu.be/xTjDRxXpU1w
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that it apprehended “four foreigners” and that the four were
suspected of offences including entering Bahrain illegally,
having submitted false information to border staff, and
participating in an unlawful gathering. It added that the four
were released two days later. Lawyer Mohammad Al-Jishi
said that the four journalists left the police station after they
were presented to the public prosecution and they are no on
their way to the airport to reach the airplane leaving Bahrain
at night.

The Bahraini authorities released on February 14, Layla Ab-
dulnabi, who was arrested on March 10, 2015, over the unrest
that broke out in Jaw Central Prison. A number of inmates
were prosecuted as a result of the incidents that took place and
were sentenced to 15 additional years behind bars.

Layla Abdulnabi, the sister of Ahmed Abudlnabi who is a
victim of extrajudicial killing, was visiting a relative in Jaw
Prison. During the visit, the policemen insulted the women in
the visiting area and Layla’s relative was assaulted. Clashes
erupted as a result inside the prison between the
political prisoners and the police forces that used excessive
force against inmates. The Bahraini Ministry of Interior
addressed this protest as a prison rebellion.

On Februaryl5, the prosecution summoned Sayed Majeed Al-
Mashaal, the head of the Islamic Scholars Council, over taking
part in a peaceful march in Al-Musalla on February 12, 2016.
The Capital Advocate General, Nawaf Al-Awadhi, said that an
individual had been questioned on suspicion of inciting others
to commit crimes during a speech at an unlawful rally. The
Capital Advocate General stated that the Public Prosecution
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had carried out investigations following notification of the
incident in the Musalla area on February 12. The individual
was questioned in the presence of his lawyer and was released
pending further investigations by the Public Prosecution.'

On February 20, prisoners of conscience in Dry Dock Prison
who are imprisoned over political cases started a hunger strike
that lasted for about a month. The hunger strikers’ health
deteriorated and officers threatened to stop the strike by force.

In relation to the subject of hunger strike mentioned before,
prisoners in Dry Dock Prison issued a statement on April 3
saying:

“We, prisoners of conscience in Dry Dock Prison, after we
found no other way and used all administrative ways to
communicate with the prison’s administration to reach
our human and legitimate demands represented for example
in meeting our fathers, sons and wives face to face instead
of meeting them from behind the barrier, receiving adequate
medical care and fair trials as well as other things.

We had to start a collective hunger strike that lasted for about
a month, noting that this strike did not stir the officials’
consciences, neither on the level of the prison’s administration
nor on the level of government, even though some of the
strikers suffered from severe deterioration in their health,
reaching fainting, let alone the number of strikers who were
affected on the psychological level and tried to commit suicide.

10. Public prosecution’s statement http://bna.bh/portal/en/news/711312


http://bna.bh/portal/en/news/711312
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Officials in the prison chose to circumvent the strikers’
demands through giving promises to implement all of their
demands in case they stop their strike, which did not happen
even though there had been almost a month since making
these promises.

We, prisoners of conscience in Dry Dock Prison, appeal all
free people, civil institutions and human rights organization
in the world, whom our statement have reached, to pressure
the prison’s administration in all ways possible to fulfill its
promises immediately. We bear the prison’s administration
full responsibility for all the physical and psychological
damages that would affect the prisoners of conscience and
their families, particularly the negative psychological effects
on our children, noting that some of them suffered from cases
that required consulting psychologists. We addressed the
National Institution for Human Rights and the public
prosecution several times and we only received empty
promises without serious actions.

Finally, we can’t but thank everyone who supported us for
their great efforts to serve the humane and human rights is-
sues. We hope that they continue to exert pressure on the
prison’s administration until meeting all of our legitimate de-
mands.”

In the framework of placing limitations on the freedom of
opinion and expression and besieging the political activism,
the Public Prosecution summoned on Monday, February 22,
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head of the Arbitral Tribunal of Al-Wefaq National Islamic
Society, Sheikh Jassim Al-Khayat and charged him with
publicly promoting animosity against the government, over
a sermon he had delivered on Friday, February 12. Sheikh
Al-Khayat denied the charge that is brought against many
people who express their views and opinions regarding the
public affairs. This move comes within a continuous series of
targeting national figures; it is considered a blatant violation
of freedom of expression.

Proceeding in the series of imposing restrictions on religious
freedoms and chasing mosques preachers over their sermons
that criticize the government’s policies, the Bahraini
authorities questioned on Wednesday, February 24, the Imam
of Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque in Diraz — which holds the largest
Friday prayer in Bharain — and prominent Shiite cleric, Sheikh
Mohammad Sanqour, over a Friday sermon he delivered in
which he demanded the authorities to take steps to end the
political crisis in the country.

Bahrain’s Fourth High Criminal Court presided over by Judge
Ali Al-Dhahrani and memberships of judges Jamal Awad and
Ousama Al-Shathili sentenced on Wednesday, February 24,
prominent political dissenter and former Secretary-General of
Wa’ad Society, Ibrahim Sharif, to one year in prison. Sharif
was convicted of “insulting the constitutional system in the
country and mocking it” but cleared of calling for regime
change in violation of the constitution and the law using illegit-
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Mohammad Sanqour

29.

30.

imate means. The charges brought against Sharif were linked
to a speech he delivered in the funeral of Hussam Al-Haddad,
one of the extrajudicial killing victims, in Al-Muharraq, in
which he criticized the government’s policies.

(Review Ibrahim Sharif’s case study).

Sheikh

Sheikh orahim Sharif
Jassim Al-Khayat rahim Shari

Expressing their solidarity with Friday Imam of Imam
Al-Sadeq mosque, Sheikh Mohammad Sanqour, who was
summoned by the authorities for interrogation, Shiite clerics

in Bahrain called for performing Friday prayers on February
26 in Imam Al-Sadeq mosque in Diraz.

On February 26, the security forces closed all the streets
leading to Imam Al-Sadeq mosque in Diraz. In justification
for closing the streets by the Ministry of Interior, Chief of
Public Security, Major-General Tariq Al-Hassan, said that no
one has the right to call for closing the mosques in order to
pray in a certain mosque. In his statement, Al-Hassan said
that “there had been anonymous calls to close one mosque
and for the worshippers there to go to a different mosque. He
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claimed that “this was done to exploit both places of worship
and threaten security,” stressing that “this was unacceptable,”
and that no one has the right to call for closing the mosques
in order to pray in a certain mosque. He also said that an in-
vestigation had been launched to identify those responsible. !

Although the authorities blocked entrances to prevent wor-
shipers form reaching the mosque to perform Friday prayers
on Friday, February 26, thousands of worshipers in the Imam
Al-Sadeq Mosque took part in a march following the prayers,
during which they chanted different slogans demanding the
government to put an end to the sectarian discrimination prac-
ticed against them. Protestors chanted anti-government slo-
gans, and called for democratic transition and the immediate
release of prisoners, especially political figures.

This demonstration was held after the authorities summoned
three prominent Shiite clerics, including the Imam of Imam
Al-Sadeq Mosque in Diraz, Sheikh Mohammad Sanqour.
The authorities also deported last week the prominent
Shiite cleric Sheikh Mohammad Khojasteh, who was stripped
of his citizenship, in addition to another Shiite citizen who
was stripped of his nationality as well, Hussein Khayrallah.

On Saturday, February 27, the Bahraini Foreign Affairs,
Defense and National Security Parliamentary Committee
approved harshening the penalty issued against anyone who
promotes, praises, justifies or encourages any acts committed
for a terrorist purpose, sentencing him to not more than
7 years in prison and fining him of not less than BD 2000

11. Ministry of Interior’s Statement http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/49454


http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/49454
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and not more than BD 5000. Before the proposed amend-

ment, the article stipulates that the prison term should not
exceed five years in addition to the aforementioned fines.

The Defense and National Security Parliamentary Committee
approved a bill regarding amending Article 11 of Law No.
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(58) of 2006 on the protection of society from terrorist acts.
The new amendment stipulates that “A penalty of imprisonment
for a period of no more than 7 years and a fine of no less than
BD2,000 and no more than BD5,000 shall be inflicted upon
anyone who promotes, praises, justifies or encourages personally
or through another person a terrorist act or any activities
that constitute a crime for implementing a terrorist objective
while being aware”. The parliament passed the amendment
after presenting it at a session on Tuesday, March Ist.

It is noteworthy that the terrorism law, specifically Article 11,
was previously amended in order to tighten penalties on
protesters, or those who defend protesters’ right to protest. The
security authorities link between peaceful protests and some
of the violence committed by demonstrators by describing
them all as terrorist acts, and prosecutes many protesters
under law No. (58) of 2006 on the protection of society from
terrorist acts.

Despite the human rights and political claims, which
call for an impartial investigation in some of the events
that the Bahraini government described as terrorist
incidents, the Bahraini judiciary ignores those claims

and tries the accused in a lot of cases under the terrorism
law, even though their charges, such as arson and use
of violence in protests, cannot be linked to terrorism.
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In many lawsuits, the law is adapted so that the
accused are tried under the terrorism law, and not
under the Bahraini Penal Code. For example, Articles
178 and 179 of the Bahraini Penal Code criminalize
arson and the use of violence during protests,’
however, the Bahraini courts ignore those articles
despite their direct connection to many cases related
to illegal assembly and protests. It is worth mentioning
that articles which restrict the exercise of rights and
freedoms such as the aforementioned articles receive
a lot of human rights criticism. The Bahraini courts
employ the Terrorism Law in many cases —even though
the charges do not correspond to the law — through
adapting and interpreting the law loosely and using
terms as: “intention, purpose, or terrorist pretext”.
Thus, the protest is transformed into a terrorist act in

order to issue harsh sentences against protesters and
supporters or advocates of protests.

12. The Bahraini Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (15) of 1976,
Article 178: “Every person who takes part in a demonstration in a public place where
at least five persons are assembled with the aim of committing crimes or acts intended
to prepare or facilitate the commission of such crimes or aimed at undermining public
security, even though for the realization of a legitimate objective, shall be liable for
imprisonment for a period of no more than two years and a fine not exceeding BD 200,
or either penalty.” Article 179 of the same law states: “If one demonstrator or several
demonstrators attempt to use violence for the realization of the purpose for which they
have assembled, their action shall be deemed as a riot. The penalty for each person who
knowingly takes part in such riot shall be a prison sentence and a fine not exceeding BD
500, or either penalty.”
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On March 6, the Ministry of Education published an an-
nouncement in which it threatened to take legal action against
anyone who “publishes what offends or harms the country,
the ministry and the schools”, on the “WhatsApp” groups that
are activated in the majority of schools. The ministry further
stressed that “it is necessary to get the correct information
from its source, and not to exchange and publish what offends
or harms the country, the ministry and the schools.”

In light of this announcement, the ministry subjected some
of its staff to interrogation over forwarding and exchanging
messages containing criticism of the policy of the Ministry of
Education over WhatsApp groups.

On Monday, March 7, the Bahraini authorities deported the
academic Masoud Jahromi — who was stripped of his
nationality —to Beirut after the Second High Criminal Court,
presided by Judge Ibrahim Al-Zayed with the membership of
judges Wajih Al-Shaer and Ayman Mahran, ordered to deport
him. Dr. Masoud Jahromi was fined BD100 and permanently
deported after revoking his nationality. He was one of 72 people
whose nationalities were revoked on the pretext of harming
the interests of Bahrain, without reference to the acts that
harmed the interests of Bahrain.

On Monday, March 7, the security authorities called upon the
rights activist Fatima Al-Halwaji for investigation after
summoning her to Al Hidd Police Station. Fatima Al-Halwaji
is the daughter of the activist Khalil Al-Halwaji, who is
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detained in Dry Dock Detention Center and who’s being
trialed for accusations of political grounds.

On March 10, the prisoners at the Central Prison of Jaw, con-
victed on political grounds sent a letter embedding a group of
letters, one of which was for the local delegation participat-
ing in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) sessions of the
Human Rights Council in Geneva. They demanded the dele-
gation to exert pressure on the Special Rapporteur on torture
to visit Bahrain and observe the situation closely to record all
sorts of crimes, especially in prisons as detainees are subject-
ed to the worst types of violations.

On Thursday, March 10, 2016, during the 3 1st meeting of the
Human Rights Council in Geneva, the High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussien, stressed in his
speech on the need for deep reforms in Bahrain, where the
government targets journalists and opposition politicians. He
also pointed out to the “hushing” of journalists, human rights
defenders and political dissidents in Bahrain through arrests
and citizenship revocation. He communicated the High
Commission’s concern towards the troubling acts of citizen-
ship revocation by the Bahraini government. Al Hussien
denoted the continuous violations of human rights in Bahrain
and the continuous series of hushing political dissidents and
human rights defenders through revoking their nationalities
along with deporting them abroad, confirming that they are
being targeted.

Ra’ad also urged states to stand up against this revocation,
stressing that he’ll follow up cases of freedom of speech and
press closely. He said that the states’ responsibility is to
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support the biding principals of human rights, considering the abate-
ment of any individual’s right a threat to the state’s legitimacy.

In response to the speech of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, the Bahraini Ministry of Exteri-
or issued a statement, which reads as follows:

“Some of what the High Commissioner mentioned in his
statement is refused altogether for interfering in the state’s
internal affairs. In addition, it totally contradicts reality and
conflicts the facts which assure that Bahrain has set an
example regarding enhancing and respecting all human
rights through innovated mechanisms and ways which
guarantee securing these rights to all citizens. The Bah-
raini government always seeks to cooperate and communi-
cate with international organizations and bodies, to accom-
plish initiations and to execute various programs leading
to the protection and consolidation of human rights.”

The statement also assured that “Freedom of speech is guar-
anteed and is considered a main pillar for the state’s boom.
It is based on laws, legislations and improved systems,
which take it to an advanced level and wide horizons
within professional regulations and ethical standards
according to the media charters abided by internationally.”

The Ministry of Exterior’s statement also ensured that: “The
judicial authority is known to have the highest standards of
integrity, independency and transparency. It also offers all
necessary guarantees for justice and imposes equality lead-
ing to equal opportunities and conservation of human rights,
stipulated in the constitution and guaranteed by the laws to
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protect the society from violence and terrorism acts.” The
statement also called for “the necessity of maintaining
subjectivity and neutralism with verifying facts precisely and
extensively away from objectivity and politicizing

39

issues for tackling the truth and guaranteeing credibility’.

As the Bahraini government accuses the international
organizations and Human Rights Council of being
subjective, Bahrain refuses to allow the international
organizations and UN’s special reporters to visit Bahrain,

not to mention the unjustified restrictions it confines the
international media with.

40.

On March 14, within a statement issued by the Parliament
after its weekly session, the Bahraini government described
the statements of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
as “biased and subjective”, considering them an “unacceptable
interference in the state’s internal affairs.” The Parliament
apologized for ignoring the High Commissioner’s statement
simply for the many human rights accomplishments that have
been established in Bahrain, and for the contradiction
between what was described in his unacceptable statement and
the practical reality in Bahrain. The respect, protection, and
enhancement of human rights through various mechanisms,
alongside the active participation of citizens in decision

13.The Bahraini Ministry of Exterior’s Statement: http://www.mofa.gov.bh/Defaultaspx?tabid=826
6&language=ar-BH&ItemId=6074


http://www.mofa.gov.bh/Default.aspx?tabid=8266&language=ar-BH&ItemId=6074
http://www.mofa.gov.bh/Default.aspx?tabid=8266&language=ar-BH&ItemId=6074
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making through constitutional institutions by fair democratic
elections according to international standards, and a consti-
tutionally and legally guaranteed freedom of speech within a
law of high standards in independency, integrity, and transpar-
ency display this reality. The Parliament also focused on the
necessity to separate between the measures taken by all states
around the world, without any exception, through following
their regulations to protect the society from violence and acts
of terrorism, as is the case in Bahrain, and between the consti-
tutionally guaranteed freedom of speech'.

On March 10, Mohamed Jameel Al-Sameea was arrested after

being ambushed by police officers in Sanabis. AL-Sameea has
been chased for 5 years for participating in rallies and politi-
cal activities. Later, his family communicated their concerns
about his safety demanding an answer “Regarding his fate”.
According to the family, certified information shows that their
son is at a military hospital after being tortured in the criminal
investigation building, and clarified saying “Our son is arbi-
trarily missing.” The family also added “Our house has been
subjected to tens of raids, so our son was constantly followed
and chased, until 10 days ago when he was followed by a ve-
hicle for the Ministry of Interior. They blocked his way, ran
over him with their car, and chased him, yet he was able to
flee. Despite that, he was accused of running over them!” In a
statement, the family also called upon “All the rights activists
and politicians to interfere and help them unveil his fate and
find out about his health state.”

14. The Parliament’s statement, Bahrain News Agency: http://bna.bh/portal/news/716078


http://bna.bh/portal/news/716078
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On March 12, the former member of the municipal council,
Sadeq Rabih was arrested on King Fahed Causeway which
links Saudi Arabia to Bahrain. He was referred to the criminal
investigation, then later to the public prosecution due to ille-
gal assembly charges related to his participation in a peaceful
march. He was discharged later on.

Security forces arrested the activist Zainab Al-Khawaja after
breaking into her house on March 14 in execution of a verdict
against her related to freedom of speech.

On Thursday, March 17, the Committee of Legislative and
Legal Affairs of the appointed Shura Council, which has vast
legislative jurisdictions and can inactivate legislations issued
by the elected parliament, issued an amendment to the decree
law on exercising political rights. The amendment reads as the
following: “a punishment of imprisonment for a period of no
more than two years or a fine of no more than 200 Bahraini
Dinar or any of the above shall be inflicted upon any person
who makes false statements about the topic of the referendum
or election or about the conduct or morals of one of the can-
didates intending to influence the results of the referendum or
elections.”

The amended article 30 states that: “Without superseding any
other severe punishment stipulated by the penal law or any
other law, imprisonment for a period not more than 2 years
and a fine of not more than 2000 Bahraini Dinar or any of the
above shall be inflicted upon any person if found guilty of
committing any of the following acts: Intentionally giving a
false statement in any of the documents presented for matters
related to the voters’ schedules or intended to by any means
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add a name to the list or delete it in breach of this law,
falsifying, disfiguring, hiding, destroying or stealing a voters’
schedule, a nomination form, a ballot card or any document
related to the process of the referendum and elections with
the intention to change the results, voting in the referendum
or election knowing that he is not allowed because he did not
meet the conditions, after schedules were finalized, disrupting
the freedom to vote in a referendum or election or the pro-
cess by using force or threat or disturbance or take part in
demonstrations or gatherings, using his right to vote more
than once on the day of election or impersonate someone else,
degrading any of the committees mentioned in this law or any
of its members while they were doing their duty, or publish-
ing or broadcasting false statements about the topic of the
referendum or the conduct of a candidate or his morals intend-
ing to influence the outcome of the referendum or election.
Whereas article 31 states that: “Without superseding any
other severe punishment stipulated by the Penal Law or any
other law, imprisonment for a period not more than 1 year
and a fine of not more than 3000 Bahraini Dinar or any of
the above shall be inflicted upon any public officer concerned
with the referendum and election process found guilty of the
offences mentioned in article 30.” The Shura Council adopted
these amendments in its regular session on Sunday, March 20.
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It is clear that the first amendment was intended in
the first place to restrict the political opposition in
Bahrain, after it addressed the citizens, asking them to
abstain from the parliamentary elections in 2014. The

political opposition also declared that it would abstain
from the 2018 elections as well, if a solution for the
political crisis and true democratic reforms have not

been set.

45.

46.

47.

On Sunday, March 20, the security authorities interrogated
rights activist and head of the Religious Freedoms Department
in Bahrain Observatory, Sheikh Maytham Al Salman, at Asma
Police Station for delivering a religious speech in November
2015. He was later discharged with referring the notice to the
public prosecution.

On March 22, in an unprecedented act, the parliament passed
a law suggestion on withdrawing the jurisdiction of
assigning an Assistant Secretary General for the Parliament
from its president and leaving the decision to the King, which
is a relinquishment of the Parliament’s original right. However,
the recommendation of the Legal and Executive Councils
came to refuse this suggestion.

On Monday, March 28, the security authorities called upon
the Bahraini poet, Ahmad Al Ajami, for investigation at Nabih
Saleh Police Station after reciting a poem in the National
Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad) during a solidarity pause
with the opposition leader Ibrahim Sharif on February 24, 2016.
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Within the same context, Wa’ad association issued a statement
saying that the summoning of Al-Ajami “Comes as a part of a
crackdown launched against the freedom of speech, as well as
an attempt to suppress literary and artistic innovations, not to
mention the crackdown on public peaceful political activism
adopted by Wa’ad association along with other democratic
opposition groups.” Wa’ad also asked for “Ending this
approach which serves no one in Bahrain, but rather increases
the political, security and social tensions the state has been
suffering from over the past five years.” The association also
added that generalizing public freedom and allowing
peaceful freedom of speech and political dialogue is the only
thing leading to social stability and local peace with paving
the way for security and political ease.

On March 16, in the frame of violations of freedom of
religion, the head of the Islamic Scholars Council, Seyyed
Majid-Al Mashaal and a Council member, Sheikh Ali
Humaidan, were summoned for interrogation based on their
political and religious activities.

After 43 days of Dr. Saeed Al-Samahiji’s food strike, his fam-
ily issued a statement about the situation he is passing through
along with the abuse he’s subjected to in Dry Dock Detention
Center. They called for international organizations to interfere
and help stop the violations against him due to his activism.
Samahiji was arrested on Monday, January 4, based on tweets
he published on his private account on the social network
“Twitter”, denouncing Saudi Arabia’s execution of Sheikh
Al-Nemer and three other opinion detainees.
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51. On March 31, 2016, the security authorities summoned Radhi
Al-Musawi, the Secretary General of the National Democratic
Action Society (Wa’ad), and Ibrahim Al-Dirazi, member of
Wa’ad’s political bureau, for interrogation at Nabih Saleh
Police Station. Wa’ad wrote in a tweet on its private Twitter
account that Musawi was interrogated about a speech he had
delivered earlier in a solidarity event with the opposition leader
Ibrahim Al-Sharif that the association organized the night he
was convicted.
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52. On April 4, the Bahraini citizen, Ali Abdul Ghani Ashour (18

years) died due to wounds inflicted on him during his arrest
in an incident, which raised doubts about the involvement
of security forces in it. This led Bahraini rights organizations
to demand a neutral investigation in the incident. It is note-
worthy that the security personnel broke into the house of the
victim’s aunt in Shahrakan at 11 am illegally and without any
previous warrant from the public prosecution. The incident
occurred after the security forces chased the victim.

On March 31, 2016, The Ministry of Exterior issued a
statement in this regard saying that Abdul Ghani fell off a
building while trying to escape. Other uncertified information
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stated that one of the vehicles participating in the arrest
ran over him. Abdul Ghani was taken to a military hospital
since his arrest, before he was announced dead on April 4.

On Wednesday, April 6, the security authorities investigated
with Ibrahim Al-Dirazi, a Political Burecau Member of the
National Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad), and decided to
discharge him. Wa’ad clarified on its Instagram account on
social media that the investigation was held at Nabih Saleh
Police Station based on Al-Dirazi’s participation as a “host” in
a solidarity event with the detained former Secretary General,
Ibrahim Al-Sharif at the association’s headquarters.

On April 6, social media activists published a video for a
number of police men as they were arresting a citizen from
inside his residence in Shahrakan, after the farewell ceremony
of Ali Abdul Ghani. Screaming and yelling sounds of women
and children were heard from inside the house. After arresting
the young man, one of the police officers stepped forward to
the door and threw in a bomb, despite the presence of women
and children inside. He also closed the door firmly'.

In the same context, the Ombudsman said on April 7 that
it had opened an investigation about “What was spread on
social media regarding one of the security officers who threw
a sound bomb inside one of the houses.” It also claims that it
“aims to identify the facts of this incident, particularly the
person who is responsible for this act. The law will take its
course based on the obtained information according to the
principal of accountability.”

15. A video of the incident : https://youtu.be/ DtAHG 8Gpo


https://youtu.be/_DtAHG_8Gpo
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56.

57.

The Assistant Undersecretary of Legal Affairs of the Ministry of
Interiorsaid: “Investigationinthe detailsand factsoftheincident
related to the performance of the public order brigade (police)
in one of the villages (Shahrakan) has still been ongoing since
the video was spotted on social media.” However, the result of
this investigation is still vague until the issuance of this report.

On Friday April 15, the Bahraini Ministry of Interior banned
a commemorative event for the memory of Abdul Karim
Fakhrawi, who died after being tortured by the National
Security Agency in 2011. The leading Shiite cleric, Abdullah
Al-Guraifi, was supposed to attend the event; however, the
party organizing the event assured its cancellation without
mentioning the reasons. They simply said it ‘happened’ for
causes out of hand.
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Sheikh Mohamed Al-Mensi I I u -

On Friday, April 15, 2016, the authorities arrested the Shiite
cleric Sheikh Mohamed Al-Mensi who is known for his
continuous follow-up in the case of the authorities’ demolitions
of 40 Shiite mosques. After interrogating him, the authorities
decided to arrest him for 48 hours then to refer his case to the
public prosecution. The interrogation was about a speech he
had made during Friday prayer, described by the authorities
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as “unlicensed”. On April 17, the authorities decided to lock
Al-Mensi up for one week after accusing him of incitement of
the hatred against the government and insulting the Ministry
of Interior.

The Chief Prosecution for the Northern Governorate, Mohammed
Salah, said that the public prosecution was notified by the Northern
Governorate Police Directorate that a speech was given by a
preacher who was banned from preaching during Friday prayer,
contrary to the ban. Salah added that the speech included certain
violations such as verbal abuse to a statutory body which is the
Ministry of Interior, and the constitutional system of Bahrain.
He was imprisoned by an order of the public prosecution
until his hearing on May 2, 2016, and was referred to the Third
Minor Criminal Court. Al-Mensi was sentenced to a whole
year in prison after the Court’s verdict was issued on May 24.

Regarding targeting and prosecuting clerics, the leading
Shiite clerics in Bahrain: Sheikh Isa Ahmed Qassim, Sheikh
Abdul Hussien Al-Sitri, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Guraifi, and
Sheikh Mohamed Saleh Al-Rubaiyi issued a statement saying:
“The continuous summoning of Islamic Scholars and Friday
Imams has become an issue of concern to us. We are not trying
to aggravate, incite or build up tensions, or to create any sort
of disturbance or disagreement or to call for violence and
extremism. However, we insist on saying true Islamic words
in a state which, as we believe, isn’t affected by it.”

The statement added: “If the word was not allowed to fulfill
its legitimate duty, then the other option is to stop prayers and
shut down mosques. We don’t think that the authority would
root for the latter, for it leads to harsh consequences that we
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60.

seek to distance our country from. The authority was asked
to reconsider these summoning for Scholars and Imams that
have been known to be moderate and wise in speech, without
worrying that anything they say might harm the security and
safety of this country.”

In the context of tightening the grip on political activism
and not accepting the opposition’s criticism, the Ministry
of Interior said in a statement it issued on Monday, April 18
that it summoned the political assistant of the Al-Wefaq Sec-
retary-General, Khalil Al-Marzooq, and secretariat member
Abduljalil Khalil over Al-Wefaq statements that “questioned
the procedures adopted by the Interior Ministry” as well as
“called for the interference of foreign organizations.”

The Ministry explained in its statement that “such statements
caused friction between various sections of society, promoted
unrest and sectarian tensions, spread false news, incited ha-
tred and harmed the internal and foreign affairs of Bahrain.”

It further stated that “the two were asked to stop issuing
such statements, especially in view of the current regional
situation. Bahrain allowed freedom of expression within
the Constitution and the law and that those who broke the law
would be held legally accountable.”!

After the demise of policeman Mohammad Tanwir in clashes
between policemen and protestors, the General Command
of the Bahrain Defense Force (BDF) issued a statement on
April 18 saying: “Such acts of terrorism and criminal schemes

16. Ministry of Interior’s statement, http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/51290


http://www.policemc.gov.bh/en/news/ministry/51290
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against the stability and security of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
led by the heads of sedition and evil who plot and incite with
support from abroad, and carried out by criminal hands
conspiring against the nation and citizens. They will all be
brought to justice and the laws will be fully applied.”

The statement confirmed that the BDF stands ready to respond
to the terrorist groups who target security patrols and police
officers carrying out their duty to maintain security. The BDF
is equally ready to deal firmly and with determination with
these sedition groups and their heads.”

After the aforementioned statement was issued,
human rights and political organizations expressed
their fear that similar security measure of the National
Safety Law that was declared in 2011 would be
implemented. It is to mention that the Bahraini army

(BDF) was involved in killing and torturing protestors
in the detention centers and at checkpoints, noting
that illegal raids and human rights violations
were carried on during this period and the perpetrators
were not held accountable.

61.

The Bahraini authorities questioned on Sunday, April 24, poet
Abdulhussein Salman over taking part in an oratorical festival
held in Sheikh Ahmad Mosque in the village of Nuwaidrat,
where the participants strongly criticized the Bahraini army
for issuing a statement, in which it stressed that it stands ready
to back the police in confronting protestors. The Public
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Prosecution detained poet Abdulhussein for 7 days pending
investigation, but released the mosque trustee after interrogat-
ing him for hours.

In the context of tightening the grip on the freedom of opinion
and expression, First General Attorney Ahmed Al-Dosari said
on Sunday, April 24 that the Public Prosecution received from
the speaker of Parliament 61 complaints, from July 2015 until
April 24, against accounts owners on social media. The court
issued its verdict in some of the notices, sentencing a defen-
dant to 3 months in prison and setting BD 50 as a bail to stop
the implementation of the sentence. The case is now at the
appeals court. The court also issued a verdict against another
defendant, fining him to BD 500.

Al-Dosari explained that the Speaker of Parliament, Ahmed
Al-Mulla, demanded to initiate the criminal cases against them
for their accounts included expressions that do not match with
the principles of the guaranteed freedom of expression and
opinion in an insulting way against the legislative authority
represented in Parliament.

In the same context, General Directorate of Anti-Corrup-
tion and Economic and Electronic Security referred all
the complaints submitted by the Parliament to the prosecu-
tion. Al-Dosari pointed out that the prosecution launched
its investigations in all the complaints in the legal way and
could identify users of 8 accounts. Moreover, the prosecution
referred two complaints against two defendants to criminal
courts over the charge of insulting the Council of Represen-
tatives.
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In the context of violating freedom of opinion and
expression, many citizens were targeted and others
were prosecuted over criticizing the elected Coun-
cil of Representatives. Security measures carried

out by the authorities reveal that any person who
criticizes the Council of Representatives, that

includes pro-government majority, is to be
prosecuted.

64. In the framework of targeting the social and professional

65.

events and civil society institutions, Mai bint Mohammed Al
Khalifa, the President of the Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities, issued a decree, on April 25, dissolving the
Bahrain Society for Photography, claiming the “involvement
of members of the society in activities that violate the law and
public order”. The decision bans the members, administrators
and employees of the society from proceeding its activities
and disposing its funds. The decree also ordered the adminis-
trators to submit all the society’s documents and records.

The National Institution for Human Rights (NIHR) said in a
statement on April 30 that it “rejects publishing the photo-
graphs of detained suspects before a final verdict is issued
against them from the highest court in the Bahraini judicial
system.” NIHR called upon “all official authorities to consider
the commitments of the Kingdom to international pacts and
agreements.” “We wish that the local press would also consider
those commitments and refrain from publishing names and
pictures of suspects who didn’t receive a final verdict against
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them.” It continued that it “detected that the Police Media
Centre and a number of local dailies published the photos of
the citizens accused of committing the condemned crime that
occurred in Karbabad and resulted in the martyrdom of a
public security officer and the injury of two others while they
were performing their duties.”

“The institution values the delicate circumstances that Interior
Ministry’s policemen endure to maintain security, stability
and public peace and protecting citizens and residents. NIHR
condemns the hideous act which killed the martyr of duty
Mohammed Tanweer,” the institution said in its statement.
However, NIHR expressed its regret that Paragraph C of
Article 20 of Bahrain’s Constitution which stipulates that “an
accused person shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty
in a legal trial, in which the necessary guarantees for the
exercise of his right of defense in all the stages of investiga-
tion and trial are ensured in accordance with the law” was
ignored.

In a strange contradiction, the President of the National In-
stitution for Human Rights (NIHR) Abdulaziz Abul said that
publishing photos of suspects is legal, if allowed by the Pub-
lic Prosecution, according to the Bahraini Penal Code. Abul’s
words came only few days after NIHR issued its statement.
Abul further stated in an interview with the Al-Bilad newspa-
per that the NIHR seeks to amend the Penal Code by commu-
nicating with the Shura Council, Parliament and Public Pros-
ecution to prevent publishing photos of the suspects unless a
final verdict is issued against them. He thanked the Minister
of Interior Rashib bin Abdullah Al Khalifa who assigned a
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“communication officer” between the ministry and the NIHR,
indicating that communication with the Interior Ministry is
still ongoing and that any issue taking place in Jaw prison is
solved over the phone."’

17. The Bahraini AlBilad newspaper, http://albiladpress.com/article3346881-.html


http://albiladpress.com/article334688-1.html
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MAY

67.In the framework of the ongoing ban imposed by the

68.

Bahraini authorities on right to stage protests and assemblies
since about two years, the security authorities refused for the
second consecutive year to grant a permit for the General
Federation of Bahrain Trade Unions (GFBTU) to stage a
Labor Day demonstration on May 1. The GFBTU had requested
a permit for the demonstration that marches toward the
Ministry of Labor in Isa Town., however, the southern
province authorities refused to grant them a permit.

On the World Press Freedom Day, the King of Bahrain Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa stressed he is proud of the availability of
a legislative framework guaranteeing freedom of publishing
newspapers and publications and their circulation, pointing
out security and safety of journalists. He added: “We are proud
that our country did not witness the imprisonment of any jour-
nalist or the shutting down of any press institution because of
exercising the constitutional right of freedom of expression,
because they are one of the pillars to build Bahrain.” King Ha-
mad called on regional and international mass media to adhere
to the ethics of the profession by committing to credibility,
probity and objectivity as well as promoting values of peace,
tolerance and moderation. He also urged them to reject fanat-
icism, extremism and hostility and not to spread rumors or
incite on discord, religious hatred, sectarianism or racism. He
also called for concerted international efforts to stop abusive
channels or those that incite sedition, violence and terrorism.
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The aforementioned message contradicts with
the fact, as several media people, journalists and
photographers were prosecuted. Besides, many of
them were prevented from travelling. It is worth
mentioning that a number of media activities were
targeted, such as satellite channels or press asso-
ciations like the Bahrain Society for Photography
that was shut down by the Bahraini government.

The authorities also refuse to renew the licenses
of Bahraini journalists who work for foreign news
agencies. Thus, it is punishing journalists and media
people for publishing news and incidents related
to the security situation and violation. However, it
turns a blind eye to pro-government journalists
involved in broadcasting hatred speeches and
inciting against the opposition, noting that state
media are also involved in such acts.

69. Bahrain News Agency (BNA) published on May 9 a false
statement for Professor Mahmoud Cherif Bassiouni, who
chaired the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry
(BICI) that investigated the Bahraini government’s violations
in 2011. However, Bassiouni said that the report is not
accurate and asked the government to correct it.

According to BNA, the statement read: “The formation of the
BICI was a landmark in the history of commissions, and that
the commissioners were among the foremost international
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authorities on human rights and humanitarian law who were
highly recognized for their competence and independence.
They were able to achieve their work and to draw on the full
and unconditional cooperation of the government and all
competent authorities, resulting in a report that was well
received locally and internationally, which is a testimony to
the bold and wise decision by King Hamad to set up the
commission.”

“During this visit, he was informed of the latest developments
concerning the implementation of the recommendations of
the Commission and appeared to him that the Government
implemented the recommendations on reinstating the students
to their universities and the employees to their previous
employment, and that the injured and victims received
financial compensation without prejudice to their right to
resort to competent civil courts; moreover, a Special
Investigation Unit was established in the Office of the Pub-
lic Prosecution, and the establishment of an office of Inspec-
tor General in the National Security Agency, as well as an
the Ombudsman Office and retrials for those who were convict-
ed before the National Safety Courts; and the punishment of
transgressors; and changes in certain laws such as the Code of
Criminal Procedures and Criminal Code; the training of police
officers, judges, public prosecutions; and the regularization of
condition of places of worship,” Bassiouni further stated
according to the agency.

Professor Bassiouni added, “The Government had adopted
additional measures that included the establishment of the
Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission in order to
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protect them and guarantee there are no abuses. All the
measures taken by Bahrain indicate that serious efforts had
been exerted to overcome the events of 2011.”

He went on to say “The Government undertook the develop-
ment of the necessary measures and programs to enhance na-
tional cohesion between all components of the Bahraini soci-
ety and to improve the capabilities of the security services.”

Bassiouni added that during this visit “He was briefed with
respect to several security reports which were not available
in 2011 when the BICI was preparing its report and which
indicate the existence of interference by regional foreign
parties.”

He indicated that “Bahrain has emerged from a difficult
period, and that the Government has dealt with the events
through an integrated system of reforms and efficient actions
that led to overcome the 2011 events in light of new
conditions and variables in the region. Bahrain was moving
forward with reforms, which prompts the statement that the
objectives of the BICI recommendations have been achieved,
and that the main guarantee to maintain and build upon what
has been achieved is a continuation of the reforms project
launched by the King.”'*

In the same context and one day after Bahrain News Agency
(BNA) published the previous report, Middle East Eye web-
site reported Mahmoud Cherif Bassiouni, who chaired the
Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry, as saying that

18. Bahrain News Agency (BNA) http://www.bna.bh/portal/en/news/726424


http://www.bna.bh/portal/en/news/726424
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the comments attributed to him by BNA were “not accurate”,
adding, “I have asked them to correct it.”"”

For its part, BNA said: “They were waiting to hear directly
from Bassiouni about which quotes he would like changed,”
adding that a new report would be issued once he has provided
his clarifications. This still hasn’t happened until publishing
this report.

It is to mention that this is not the first time the Bahraini
government, particularly BNA, publishes inaccurate and false
statements. It has published false statements for officials many
times, including UN Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon.

The security authorities arrested on May 12 a handicapped citizen,
who suffers from a disability in his hands. The detainee is
called Sadiq Al-Qamar (22 years old) from Dar Kulaib. Sadiq
was arrested over taking part in burning tires and planting
strange bodies that are suspected to be explosives. His family
confirmed that they have medical reports proving he is of
special needs and he can’t mover his hands normally, how-
ever, a judge ordered holding him in pretrial detention over
charges of taking part in riots.

The family expressed its deep concern over their son’s
condition as he requires special care, stressing that he is
innocent. The family also called on the authorities to release
him.

19.Middle East Eye,http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/bahrain-fabricates-quotes-bicichairpraising-
human-rights-reform-1160948930


http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/bahrain-fabricates-quotes-bici-chair-praising-human-rights-reform-1160948930
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/bahrain-fabricates-quotes-bici-chair-praising-human-rights-reform-1160948930
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The security authorities deported, on May 14, the Bahraini cit-
izen Hassan Abu Al-Qassim (21 years old), who was arrested
in April 2013 over charges of joining an assembly although
he was later declared innocent of these charges by an appeals
court. Nonetheless, Hassan remained behind bars under the
pretext of his illegal residence, although he was born to a Bah-
raini woman and he has never resided in any other country and
thus, he has the legal right to enjoy a Bahraini citizenship.

This month, May, witnessed a political movement in both the
Parliament and Shura Council concerning amending, on an
expedited basis, law 26/2005 on political societies. The Bah-
raini government approved the amendment in a letter it sent to
the Parliament in its session on Tuesday, May 10. The amend-
ment stipulates that clerics or those who preach — even with-
out charge — are banned of belonging to or being leaders of a
political society. The government said that this amendment
aims at organizing the religious preaching according to spe-
cific regulations required by the public interest, and it also or-
ganizes the formation of societies in general and prevents the
political society of having a religious reference from outside
the society that dominates it. Thus, the first and final decision
shall emerge from the society’s leadership, in other words,
“the society is not to use the clerics as its reference.”
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The aforementioned amendment stipulates:

Article 1:

Article 6, paragraph (6) of law 26/2005 about
political societies shall be exchanged with the
following text:

Article 6, paragraph (6): The law stipulated the
amending of the method and procedures to form
the organs of the society and the choice of its
leaders who must not be engaged in giving
religious speeches, sermons or guidance, even
without remuneration.

The law also stipulated how a political society may
carry out its activities, organize the relationship
among its members on a democratic basis, deter-
mine the political, financial and administrative
prerogatives of its organs and leaders and ensure
the highest levels of democratic discussions within
them.

Article 2:
A new paragraph (6) is to be added to article 5 of

law 26/2005 about political societies.
Article (5) paragraph (6) bans the simultaneous
membership in a political society and engagement

in religious preaching, guidance or speeches, even
if there is no remuneration. *°

20. Law 132016/ amending some of the provisions of Law 262005/ regulating political
societies
http://houseofkhalifa.com/hm-king-issues-law-132016-amending-political-societies/
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74. In the same context, the Legal and Legislative Committee in
the Parliament, rejected in consensus of the majority of its
present member a draft law (produced in the light of the bill
presented by the Shura Council) that amends some provisions
of political societies on an expedited basis.

Legislative and Legal Affairs Deputy Head Ali Al-Ateesh said
that the committee met with the Minister of Justice, Islamic
Affairs and Endowments to discuss the amendment. He added
that the commission studied the bill from the legislative and
legal aspects, because the commission is convinced in its im-
portance with the necessity of taking into consideration the
aim behind distancing the religious platform, in order not be
exploited by some people to promote political thoughts or the
political society they belong to, aiming at reaching personal
benefits at the expense of the country’s stability and interests.

Al-Ateesh further stated “after discussing and after
considering the legal view presented by the committee’s
consultant and reviewing the legal study to compare the draft
articles to the original text and examining the governmental
message that asks to consider this bill hastily...and other
cases regarding the draft, the committee decided, in
consensus, to reject the draft as a principle, as the council
is to decide on rejecting or accepting the commission’s
recommendation that was formed based on the following
justifications: the term “cleric” used by the first article of the
draft is ambiguous and unclear, as, on ground, there are no one
called so in the kingdom.

The amendments mentioned in law 34/2014 that adjust law
26/2005 about political societies are enough to achieve the
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aims of the discussed draft, especially the amendment
stipulated in article 2 of law 34/2014 that added item (10) to
article (4) of law 26/2005 about the political societies, that
stipulates that if a political society is to be established or
continue, it requires not to use the religious platform as its
reference or to promote its principles, aims or programs.

75. Although the Legal and Legislative Committee in the

76.

Parliament rejected the aforementioned amendments, the
Parliament members, approved, in consensus, in their session
on May 17, the amendment that prevents the simultaneous
practice of religious and political activism.

However, one day later, on May 18, the Committee and
Legislative and Legal Affairs in the appointed Shura Council
approved the draft that stipulates amending some provision of
law 26/2005 about the political societies. The appointed Shura
Council approved the draft on the following week.

The Government ruled out any constitutional
suspicion in the bill amendments, although the
majority of them contain constitutional violations.
Banning clerics from performing religious preaching
and working in politics simultaneously and obtaining

leadership positions in political societies contradicts
with the international law that guarantees freedom
of opinion and expression for all individuals with-
out discrimination.
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The amendments are also considered a violation to
the constitutional principles stipulated in the Bahraini
Constitution, including Article 4 that stipulates “Justice
underlies the system of government. Cooperation and
mutual understanding are firm bonds among citizens.
Liberty, equality, security, tranquility, education, social
solidarity and equal opportunities for citizens are the
pillars of society guaranteed by the State” and Article
18 that stresses that the citizens are equal in rights and
public duties, “People are equal in human dignity, and
citizens shall be equal in public rights and duties before
the law, without discrimination as to race, origin,
language, religion or belief.” Meanwhile, the explan-
atory memorandum of 2002 constitution highlighted
that “Islam is the primary constraints on the exercise
of these freedoms and rights.”

It is to mention that the law on political societies was
amended based on law 34/2014 that amended some

provision of law 26/2005; an amendment that imposed

more restrictions on the work of political societies added
to those initially imposed by the law.

It is clear that the previous amendments aim at adding
more limits to the political activism and opposition
societies through using all the laws and legislations to
punish the opposition, silence the popular protests
demanding reform and democracy and calling for
fighting financial and administrative corruption in
the government’s administrations and its bodies.
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Amending a law or adopting it may take months or even
years, especially if it is related to the citizens’ social and
political aspects. However, the previously mentioned
law was amended within few days.

It is worth mentioning that for years the Parliament
haven’t approved any law or amendment because it

doesn’t enjoy enough legislative powers to legislate
laws. In case any law is approved by the Parliament,
the appointed Shura Council would definitely reject it
if the government does not accept it. Besides, most of
the laws passed or amended by the Parliament are
suggested by the government or through law decrees
issued by the king.

7.

78.

The Bahraini authorities launched in the early hours of Sunday,
May 22, a campaign of house raids and arrests in Sitra, which
led to the arrest of at least 10 citizens: Ali Abdulrasoul Kambar,
Hussein Al-Basri, Ahmad Farhan, Mohammad Ali Al-Jaziri,
Fadel Sayed Abbas, Mojtaba Sayed Abbas, Jaafar Mohammad
Bager, Mozaher Mohammad Baqger, Mohammad Mousa
Al-Sheikh and Hussein Ibrahim Badah. The raids campaign
was accompanied with a security besiege on all the entrances
of Sitra.

Inmates held in Jaw Central Prison’s block 10 went on a hunger
strike on Sunday, May 22, in protest of the bad conditions they
are witnessing inside the prison. The inmates demanded “the
prison’s administration to stop the maltreatment, particularly
against their families during visits, and to put an end to the
policy of impunity with regards to policemen.”
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79.

80.

81.

A Babhraini court decided, on May 23, to deport lawyer Taimour
Karimi, who was stripped of his citizenship, in an arbitral move
and for political motives. Karimi was stripped of his nationality,
along with 30 others, based on a decree issued by the Ministry
of Interior on November 6, 2012. The government decided
to deport Karimi to Iraq. (Review the case study of Taimour
Karimi in terms of prevention form citizenship)

In the framework of the security authorities’ violations of
religious freedoms and restricting freedom of opinion and
expression, the Criminal Investigation Administration
summoned, on May 25, preacher Sheikh Hussein Yacoub
Al-Maameeri for investigations.

After a visit it paid to Jaw Central Prison in November 2015,
the Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission (PDRC) said
on Wednesday May 25, that the number of prisoners arrested
over (politically-motivated) riot charges reached 1021, adding
that the number of inmates reached 2,468, when the prison can
only comprise 2,145.

“The number of Bahraini inmates reached 1,944, while number
of non-Bahrainis reached 524. The number of prisoners accord-
ing to the crimes they committed was distributed as follows:
Homicide (48 inmates), Drugs (663 inmates), Theft (224
inmates), Terrorism and Riots (1,021) and other crimes
including traffic violations, illegal residence, financial embez-
zlement and others (512 inmates),” the report added.”!

21. The Bahraini Al-Wasat newspaper, http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1118539.html


http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1118539.html
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Jaw Prison is allocated to only hold prisoners who have received
judicial sentences. Meanwhile, Dry Dock Prison is allocated to
hold detainees. There are also a number of detention places in
other centers and administrations. Bahraini human rights orga-
nizations estimate the number of political prisoners at around
4,000.

82. On May 30, 2016, Bahrain’s High Court of Appeals increased
Sheikh Ali Salman’s prison term to 9 years, despite the absence

of material evidences that prove the charges brought against
him. However, the evidence used by the prosecution would
have served to prove his innocence if they weren’t cut, fabricated
and used in an unlawful way.

Sheikh Ali Salman, Secretary-General of Al-Wefaq National
Islamic Society, the largest political society in Bahrain, has been

22. See the report on Sheikh Ali Salman’s Trial issued by the Bahrain Forum for Human Rights in
December 2015
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repeatedly summoned between 2011 and 2014 over his political
activism and he was prevented from traveling more than once.
On December 28, 2014, the Public Prosecution issued an arrest
warrant against him. The warrant coincided with the Minister
of Interior’s statement regarding Sheikh Ali, in which he stated
that there is a decision to prosecute him. The statement came
two days after Sheikh Ali was re-elected as Al-Wefaq
Secretary-General and after he called for a democratic system
and accountability of government. After a short period of time,
the prosecution referred him to the Fourth High Criminal Court
that issued its preliminary verdict on June 16, 2015, sentencing
him to 4 years in prison before being increased to 9-year jail
term by the High Court of Appeals.
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JUNE

83. Civilian security members in Bahrain published their photos on

social media with security fugitives over political cases. The
Ministry of Interior claimed that it arrested the fugitives on
Saturday, June 4, 2016, while they were fleeing outside Bahrain
through the sea.

Policemen also circulated the photos of the arrested on social
media in different poses, aiming at defaming them. Meanwhile,
the ministry of interior only published the fugitives’ personal
photos. The Ministry of Interior announced that “it has foiled an
attempt to smuggle 8 fugitives convicted in terrorist cases via a
boat heading to Iran.” It added “The coast guard vessels spotted
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a boat off the coast of northern Bahrain. The boat was chased
and then interdicted when those onboard refused to stop.”

One of the photos which show a civilian security member
posing to take a photo for him and smiling to the camera with
a line of handcuffed detainees standing behind him while
being photographed by a police wearing the Ministry of
Interior’s custom.

In the same context, the Bahraini Interior Ministry said on
Sunday, June 5, on its own Twitter account, that “Legal
measures were taken over the circulation of photos on social
media, linked to the foiled attempt by fugitives and convicts
to escape to Iran”, however, it didn’t reveal the nature of the
measures.

On June 5, Member of the Bahrain Center for Human Rights
(BCHR), Hussain Radhi, announced on his Twitter account
that he received statements from the families of the prisoners in
cell blocks 16 and 17 saying that the prisoners have been beaten
and subjected to maltreatment, as the detainees expressed
during family visits. He added that the families of the
prisoners in cell block 17 in the Dry Dock Prison were
seriously concerned since they could no longer communicate
with their sons after the Ministry of Interior announced the
escape of some prisoners.

17 political prisoners had managed to escape from the Dry
Dock Prison, on Friday, before the Ministry of Interior
announced that 11 of them were captured.
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86.

87.

88.

On June 8, the Third Lower Criminal Court, presided by Judge
Jaber Al-Jazzar and Hussein Yousif as a secretariat, sentenced
former MP Khaled Abdel Aal to one year in prison, with a fine
of BD1000 to withhold the implementation of the sentence.
The reason behind his sentence is that former MP Abdel Aal
posted on his Twitter account that the Ministry of Interior had
become a den of torture.

The public prosecution accused Abdel Aal that he posted on
his Twitter account, on June 22, 2014, tweets that included
insulting the Ministry of Interior through untruthful and
incorrect allegations, which threaten and destabilize the
security of citizens. It is worth mentioning that this is the
second time Khaled Abdel Aal is sentenced to one year in
prison over the same charge, bringing the total sentences
against him to two years in prison.

The Bahraini security authorities charged Mohammad
Al-Alawiyat, a football player who plays for the Sitra Sports
Club, with insulting the King of Bahrain. They arrested
Al-Alawiyat on Tuesday, June 9, 2016 at his workplace in
ASRY company in Al Hidd. After interrogating Al-Alawiyat
for 2 days at the Criminal Investigation Department, the au-
thorities detained him for 7 days pending investigations over
the charge of insulting the king on a Twitter account, which
the authorities said that it is managed by Al-Alawiyat.

Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa issued on Saturday,
June 11, Law No. (13) of 2016 on amending some provisions
of Law No. (26) of 2005 on political associations, which we
have previously mentioned and commented on. It is the law
which took less than a month from the time it was submitted
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89.

90.

91.

until it was approved, unlike laws which take months to be
approved.

This law is seen as a clear targeting of the Shiite political
movement in Bahrain, especially Al-Wefaq National Islamic
Society, which its imprisoned secretary general, Sheikh Ali
Salman, has two roles: secretary general of a political society
and the Imam of Al-Sadeq mosque in Gufool. Sheikh Ali Sal-
man plays both roles without pay, and there are many people
in AlI-Wefaq who are students or teachers in the Hawza (Shiite
seminary).

On June 11, human rights activist Zainab al-Khawaja was
forcibly deported to Denmark after her release. Her Bahraini
passport was taken from her before she was deported from
Bahrain Airport.

Among the list of travel bans against activists, the Bahraini
authorities banned, on June 12, a number of human rights
activists from traveling to Geneva to participate in the 32nd
session of the Human Rights Council, without knowing the
reasons.

On June 13, security forces arrested human rights activist
Nabeel Rajab after raiding and searching his home. His arrest
came after less than a year of being released due to health
reasons. In July 2015, the king of Bahrain, Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, had issued a special pardon for Nabil Rajab due to
“health reasons.” Nabil Rajab was serving a prison sentence
of six months over charges of insulting the ministries of de-
fense and interior on Twitter, and he is still detained awaiting
trial on charges related to freedom of opinion and expression.
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92. On June 14, 2016, the high administrative court ordered the
headquarters of Al-Wefaq Society to be closed, on an expedited
basis, the Office of Political Societies’ Affairs at the Ministry
of Justice to be appointed as Al-Wefaq’s judicial guard until
deciding on this matter, and the ruling on this case to be postponed
until the hearing of October 6, 2016. This hearing was moved
forward more than once, and the ruling on the case came on
July 17, 2016. The Court ordered to dissolve Al-Wefaq, the
biggest opposition political society in the country, and to
liquidate its assets to the state treasury as well as oblige it to

pay all the costs and expenses of the lawsuit.

93. On the same day (June 14), the Ministry of Labor and Social
Development issued Resolution No. 59 of 2016 to dissolve
the Islamic Enlightenment Society (Al-Tawiya), one of the



84  Sequence of events

94.
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most significant cultural and directional Shiite associations
in Bahrain. The Ministry also announced on the same day the
dissolution of Al-Risala Islamic Society.

On June 15, the security authorities informed leading Shi’ite
cleric Sheikh Mohammad Sanqour that he is prevented from
giving speeches in Imam Al-Sadeq mosque in Diraz. Imam
Al-Sadeq mosque is one of the most prominent Shi’ite
mosques in Bahrain and holds the largest Friday prayers.

Within a large-scale security campaign conducted by the
authorities since the closure of the Islamic Enlightenment
Society and Al-Risala Islamic Society, the Bahraini authori-
ties summoned on Wednesday and Thursday June 15 and 16
a number of Shiite clerics for interrogation. The authorities
summoned head of the Islamic Enlightenment Society, Sheikh
Bager al-Hawaj, for interrogation in the public prosecution,
then released him early in the morning. They also summoned
Sheikh Hussein Al-Mahrous, head of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s
office, and Sayed Majid al-Mashaal, secretary of the Islamic
Scholars Council, which was dissolved by the authorities.
In addition, the authorities summoned cleric Sheikh Ibrahim
Al-Ansari, and the security authorities raided Sheikh Hassan
al-Maliki’s house.

In the same context, Shiite clerics in Bahrain said in a statement
entitled “Banned from Prayer” that they feel that the Bharaini
authorities pose security risks, noting that performing Friday and
congregational prayers will be stopped at specific times. The
clerics pointed out that the authorities prevented the largest Fri-
day prayers in Bahrain and tried to impose restrictions on Shiites’
practice of religious rituals according to their jurisdiction (Figh).
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The statement reads as follows:

“The Shiite sect is passing through critical conditions of
systematic persecution that reached its peak these days, until
Shiite citizens felt unsafe to practice their religious rituals;
including Friday and congregational prayers, which are the most
important religious practices.

The imams of Friday and congregational prayers and the
preachers at the mosques are repeatedly summoned and some
of them are detained. In addition, the largest Friday prayer in
Bahrain is banned, and there is an attempt to impose illegitimate
restrictions on Shiites’ practice of religious rituals according to
their jurisdiction (Figh). Thus, we are [forced] to choose between
performing our Friday and Congregational prayers according to
our Shiite jurisdiction (Figh) or according to political desires and
impulses.

Since a secure environment is not being provided for the
performance of Friday and Congregational prayers, the following
prayers will be halted: Maghrib and Isha prayers on Thursday
night, and Fajr, Dhuhr, and Asr prayers on Friday, starting from
Thursday evening on the 10th of Ramadan, 1437 (June 17, 2016),
and this will continue each week until further notice.”

97. Shiite mosques in Bahrain were emptied of imams and
worshipers in the afternoon of the second Friday of the holy
month of Ramadan, June 17, due to an announced security
crackdown launched by security authorities on Shiite clerics
and their institutions.
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98. After the Bahraini government confiscated financial dona-
tions connected to the obligation of Khums, four senior Bah-
raini Shiite clerics, who are Sheikh Isa Qassim, Sayed Ab-
dullah Al-Ghoraifi, Sheikh Abdulhussein Al-Sitri and Sheikh
Mohammed Saleh Al-Rabii, issued a statement saying that
the authorities’ targeting of Khums is a blatant assault on the
Shiite doctrine. In their statement, which was issued on Sat-
urday, June 18, 2016, they said that “the obligation of Khums
is one of the principles of the Shia doctrine”, and “the target-
ing of this obligation under any description is a targeting of
the doctrine.” The clerics also said that “since the era of the
Imams of Ahl al-Bayt, the Shiites have been practicing this
obligation, which continued throughout history and still exists
under the auspices and supervision of the trustworthy jurists,
who have spared no effort in using the Khums money to serve
the purposes of religion and the interests of Muslims, and to
avoid spending it on anything that harms those purposes and
interests.” “In fact, they believe that using Khums money in
any way that contradicts the purposes of religion and does not
protect the interests of Muslims is one of the worst forbidden
sins,” they added.

“Targeting this obligation under any description equals target-
ing the [Shiite] doctrine, and is a blatant assault on the free-
dom of practicing the doctrine, which is guaranteed according
to the Charter and the Constitution, and according to all inter-
national conventions,” the clerics said.

“We utterly reject any violation of this freedom, and we will
not allow ourselves to be the agents of Imam Al-Sadeq (AS)
to negotiate with any party in this matter, which is settled in
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99.

terms of the jurisdiction and the doctrine,” they added. “We
will not allow ourselves to neglect using the Khums money in
a way that serves the purposes of religion and the interests of
Muslims.”

The Bahraini government responded to the senior Shiite
clerics’ statement by assuring that “the primary purpose of
the decree on raising money is to check the legality of the
source of these funds as well as the legality of the aspects
of spending them, which is carried out by those who perform
of this activity”.

100.Moreover, on the 16th of June, head of the office of license

applications for the collection of money for religious
purposes in the Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs and
Endowments, Dr. Mohammad Taher Al Qattan, declared that
“the office does not interfere in the ways of spending or
prioritizing the legitimate religious purposes covered by the
decree, which include Zakat, alms and Khums, since that
pertains to those who perform this activity, and the office only
checks the legality of the means of collection and the way of
spending.”

The office called on the “individuals who want to raise money
to abide by the law in a transparent and open framework as
this encourages people to donate and reassures them about
the legality of the ways of spending their money, which is
the money of God and the state must verify the legality of
everything related to it.”*

23. Bahrain News Agency http://www.bna.bh/portal/news/732824
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101.The Public Prosecution, for the first time, described paying
money and donations like alms, Zakat and Khums — which are
considered the bases and requisites of Islam — as “collecting
money without authorization and money laundering”.

On June 19, the head the Prosecution, Mohammad Al
Maliki declared that to date the investigations have “revealed
that some of the defendants conducted banking operations on
funds deposited in their bank accounts and violated
legal regulations established in this regard.” He added that the
“investigations and inquiries showed that the cleric, whose
personal accounts proved to be including a lot of money, had
not deposited all the funds he had collected in those accounts,
but kept them with him without depositing them in the bank
accounts, which are currently reserved by the prosecution and
had been opened for this purpose, in order to escape the
security and banking supervision regarding deposit and with-
drawal stated by law.”

He also clarified that the “investigations also revealed that
he was able to send a large part of the funds he collected and
kept with him to Iran and Iraq, surpassing the transfer and
disclosure rules.” He added that “these amounts reached
bodies and organizations abroad that are against the Kingdom
of Bahrain.”

He stated that the investigations revealed “that a cleric opened
and managed an office to raise funds without obtaining a
license for opening and managing it for that activity, and that
was in response to the orders of the mentioned foreign bodies
and organizations, in order to play a political role in Bahrain
with a religious tone”. The head of the prosecution also said
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that he will “announce names of agencies and organizations
that have received funds from the cleric as soon as the
completion of the prosecution proceedings once and for all
in order to preserve the evidence and for reasons of
confidentiality required by the investigation at this stage.””

The description of the Public Prosecution of collecting
money that includes Zakat, alms and Khums as
unlicensed fund raising or money laundering is against
the law and the Islamic Sharee’ah (Islamic Law) that

allows receiving money and spending it as charity
without conditions except for the Sharee’ah conditions
and restrictions.

102.0n Monday, the 20th of June, the Bahraini government decid-
ed to withdraw the Bahraini nationality from the Shiite major-
ity spiritual leader in Bahrain, Ayatollah Sheikh Isa Qassim.
The decision of withdrawing the nationality came days after
a campaign launched by the authorities against the opposi-
tion and the Shiite sect. The campaign included suspending
Al-Wefaq, dissolving the two Islamic associations, Al Taw-
iya and Al Risala, and summoning a huge number of Shiite
clerics, in addition to a media attack against Sheikh Isa Qas-
sim by pro-government newspapers. An open strike started in
front of Sheikh Qassim’s house protesting against the with-
drawal of his nationality and lead to imposing a blockade on
the Diraz area and arresting and prosecuting many citizens
for participating in this strike. (More information are included

24. Bahrain News Agency http://bna.bh/portal/news/732876
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in the chapter on withdrawing the nationality of Sheikh Isa
Qassim)

103.0n Tuesday, the 21st of June, the security forces attacked the
Al-Bayan office for religious consultations, which is related
to Sheikh Isa Qassim, in Karranah region, West Manamah.
The security forces that attacked the office broke the doors
and searched the apartments in the upper floors where the
office is located and where citizens and religion students live.

104.0n the 22nd of June, Reuters reported news related to the
US State Department report about Bahrain’s execution of
the recommendations of the BICI upon the request of the
Congress. The report confirmed that Bahrain did not execute
a significant number of Bassiouni’s recommendations
including those related to protecting freedom of speech such
as peaceful opposition. The report said that the Bahraini
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efforts for national reconciliation has stopped after the 2011
protests were suppressed, adding that there is still more that
Bahrain needs to do to accomplish the reforms recommended
by the BICI.

105.0n Wednesday, the 22nd of June, two days ahead of the

memorandum of the martyrdom of Imam Ali Bin Abi Talib
that the Shiites in Bahrain commemorate, the security
authorities summoned a number of heads of Husseiniyyas and
informed them that they will target solace marches in case
they included political approaches. They also declared that
they will not hesitate to use force against mourners in case
they carried pictures of the Shiite majority spiritual leader in
Bahrain, Ayatollah Sheikh Isa Qassim, whom the government
withdrew his nationality a week earlier.

106.0n Thursday, the 23rd of June, security forces summoned

prominent Shiite clerics for interrogation: Islamic Scholars
Council (dissolved in 2014) vice president Sheikh Mahmoud
Al Ali, member of the central body of the Council Sheikh
Fadel Al Zaki, Ex-deputy representing Al Wefaq Block Sheikh
Hamzah Addeiri and Sheikh Mounir Al Maatouk. They were
summoned for interrogation in the Budaiya police station and
were later released. This summons was related to the open
strike in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house, in protest against
the withdrawal of his nationality. Many activists were prose-
cuted regarding this protest.

107.In the context of vindicating the security campaign against

the opposition and the dissidents demanding democracy and
reformation, the Bahraini News Agency published on the 26th
of June a statement for the Bahraini Prime Minister Khalifa
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Bin Salman Al Khalifa, whom political activists demand
replacing, saying “that the government continues its firmness
and no one will stop it from uprooting terrorism and its
instigators to ensure the nation’s security and stability,
pointing out that the actions that have been taken recently
promoted the unite of the citizens concerned for the interests
of their homeland.” The statement further stressed that “the
government continues the firmness and decisiveness against
terrorism; there is no turning back nor indulgence.””

This statement was announced during hosting some of the
most important political, social and media leaders and
businessmen.

108.The Bahraini security forces arrested at the dawn of Sunday,
the 26th of June, Taiba Ismail after breaking into her house,
where they searched it and confiscated electronic devices.
The court sentenced her on the 31st of August 2016, to a year
in prison and a fine of 1000 Dinars because of her tweets on
the social media site Twitter. The court accused her of insult-
ing the King and inciting hatred against the regime.

109.The Bahraini security forces arrested on Sunday, the 26th of
June, Shura member of Al Wefaq Block, Mohammad Mahdi
Al Ekri, while leaving the area of the open protest in Diraz
region in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house. Security forces
justified arresting him by saying that this is a continuation of
a previous imprisonment punishment that has 17 days left.

25. BNA, http://www.bna.bh/portal/news/733943
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Al Ekri is a political activist and member in the consultation
(Shura) of Al Wefaq Society. He was arrested in Manama on
the 4th of January, 2015 by the security forces that were
diffused in the region to prevent protests, which were staged
by social media activists after arresting Secretary General of
Al Wefaq Society Sheikh Ali Salman.

Al Ekri reported that while he was passing through one of the
streets in Manama near the security forces that were questioning
pedestrians to prevent gatherings and protests, he was arrested and
restrained from the back painfully, peppermint was sprayed in
his eyes, and he was beaten with hands and kicked as well as
being cursed and insulted. After being forced into the security
vehicle, peppermint was sprayed in his eyes and mouth again.
Two days later, he was referred to the public prosecution that
ordered to detain him for 7 days pending investigation on
charges of assembly and riot aiming at damaging public and
private properties, in spite of the absence of any protests or
gatherings at the time of his arrest.

Afterwards, on the 21st of January 2015, he was referred to
court, which sentenced him to 6 months in prison on the second
hearing, for the same charges brought against him by the
Public Prosecution, without allowing his lawyer to present
pleading. On the 14th of June, 2015, an appellate court decided
to release him on probation while sustaining trial although
there were only 17 days left of the sentence issued by the first
degree court.
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110.In a suspicious incident with contradictory reports,

Fakhriya Muslim Hasan (42 years) was deceased and
her 3 children were injured. Human Rights organizations
called for a transparent and objective investigation, which
Bahrain does not carry out in all cases.

The Ministry of Interior announced in a statement that an
explosion of a locally-made bomb took place on the evening
of Thursday the 30th of June “killed a citizen and wounded
three children who were with her in the car after shards from
a bomb attack scattered as they passed”.

The accident happened near a branch of the Iranian Bank
Al Mustagbal in Eastern Aker. Authorities had announced
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freezing an account in the bank asserting that it contained an
amount of 10 million dollars, which are Khums money
belonging to a local religious reference, meaning Sheikh Isa
Qassim. Moreover, the Central Bank of Bahrain had
announced on the Ist of May, 2015 taking over the
management of Al Mustagbal Bank and the Iranian Insurance
company.

Ali Adel Abdullah, prior member in the National Unity
Gathering (a pro government association) had declared that
“an exceptional explosion [occurred] tonight in Bahrain in Al
Mustagbal bank.”

Yet, other testimonies suggested that the dead woman’s car
was exposed to gunfire while a very important person was
passing. “Al-Shawush” account only, which is managed by a
security personnel working in the Bahraini National
Security Agency, published the initial report of the incident
the moment it happened on “Twitter” with details, which were
deleted later on. He said that “a terrorist bombing targeted a
senior figure in Bahrain,” before rushing later to delete his
Tweet and leave only the text of the narrative included in the
statement of the Ministry of Interior; a move that raised many
question marks.

Initial analysis of the published images of the incident do not
reveal any indication of the bombing or any burns in the car
of the deceased.
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JULY

111.0n the first of July, the Bahraini security authorities released
the leader in Al Wefaq National Islamic Society and former
Head of the Capital Municipal Council, Majid Milad after he
had served his sentence. The first degree court had sentenced
Milad to 2 years in prison for giving political speeches, but
the Court of Appeal reduced the sentence to 1 year during
trials that lacked fair standards.

112.Hundreds of citizens in Bahrain organized protest marches
and solidarity stops in the early morning hours of Al Fitr feast
on Wednesday, the 6th of July. The protestors raised
anti-government banners as they declared their solidarity
with Sheikh Isa Qassim and demanded giving back his
nationality. The protestors also condemned the continuity of
arrests and demanded releasing the detainees. Organizing
solidarity stops with sheikh Isa Qassim and the political
detainees was observed in many areas such as: “Saddad, Al
Malikiya, Al Bilad Al Qadeem, Barbar, Abu Saiba, Shakhu-
ra, Al Markh and Tubli,” in addition to marches and protests
in “Sitra- Safala, Sitra- Al Kharijiya, Karzakan, Al Musalla,
A’ali, Southern Sahla, jidhafs and Bouri.”

113.Due to the siege on Diraz region, Al Wasat newspaper
reported on Wednesday, the 6th of July that many people
from Diraz residing outside their village came to visit hoping
to be allowed to enter, but they were not allowed to do so.
Some of them tried several times and kept moving from one
entrance to another in the hot weather hoping that they might
succeed in entering to greet their families, but their efforts
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failed. Thus, they went back to their houses without being
able to greet their families in the village, which left many
families in Diraz feeling resentment.

Since the blockade imposed by the security forces on Diraz,
the authorities closed all its entrances and left only two
allowing only the people residing in Diraz to enter in order
to prevent citizens from crowding in front of Sheikh Isa
Qassim’s house which has witnessed an open strike.

114.In the session held on the 7th of July, the European parliament
condemned, with the vast majority of its voices, the measures
that Bahrain has taken during its campaign against the
opposition and that resulted in intensifying the punishment
of the secretary general of Al Wefaq, Sheikh Ali Salman,
closing Al Wefaq Society, arresting the prominent human
rights activist, Nabil Rajab, revoking the nationality of Sheikh
Isa Qassim and other issues.

606 out of 659 deputies that attended the session in the
European parliament voted for the decision, 47 deputies
voted against it, while 6 others kept their opinions discreet,
thus the proportion of those who agree to condemn Bahrain at
the meeting amounted to about 92 percent of the attendants.

A report issued by the European parliament stated that it
renews its strong condemnation “of the continued crackdown
against human rights defenders, political opposition and
civil society, as well as imposing restrictions on fundamental
rights in Bahrain.”
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The European Parliament called for the “immediate and
unconditional release of prominent human rights defender
Nabeel Rajab, the Secretary General of Al-Wefaq, Sheikh
Ali Salman and other human rights activists, who have
been imprisoned over exercising their right to freedom of
expression, assembly and association, and the dropping of
charges against them.”

The parliament added, “The Bahraini government has
a responsibility to ensure the security and safety of
all citizens regardless of their political views or affiliations,
and the members of the European Parliament believe that the
long-term stability of Bahrain can only be achieved through
the construction of a pluralistic society that respects diversity.”

The European Parliament expressed concern, in particular,
about “the use of anti-terrorism laws in Bahrain, and especially
the deprivation of citizenship as a means of political pressure
and punishment.” The statement added, “We call on the
Bahraini authorities to amend the nationality law and restore
the citizenship of more than 300 people, including human
rights defenders, politicians, journalists and senior religious
authorities who have been unfairly stripped of them.”*

115.The director general of the police directorate in the north-
ern governorate commented on what the Al Wasat Bahraini
newspaper had published regarding the absence of festivities
in Diraz region and the incapability of the people from Diraz
residing in other regions of greeting their families on the 7th

26. The European Parliament Report http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news
room/201607011PR34497
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of July. He said that “the people of the village of Diraz are not
prevented from entering or leaving the village, noting that the
currently applied traffic control measures are due to an illegal
gathering in the village.” The Director General of the North-
ern Governorate Police Directorate called upon all media to
be accurate and objective, to seek information from official

sources, to commit to professionalism that require returning
to the concerned official bodies, and not to spread rumors that
would threaten security and civil peace.

116.In the same context, the Al Wasat Bahraini newspaper
reported that a number of shops near the main street in Diraz
area had been highly affected because of the security
measures (the security siege) taken by the authorities after
the start of the open strike in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s
house protesting against taking away his nationality.

The newspaper added that all the shops were suffering from
severe sales fall back and had submitted a formal complaint
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to the authorities. The newspaper further stated that some
closed down their shops while others were considering that
option. “In light of the sharp decline in sales and the shops
commitment to pay monthly rents, the employees’ salaries
and other commitments, the owners of those shops are
calling out for the need to find a solution for their
suffering.””’

117.The Imams of Friday and congregational prayers in Bah-
rain declared the resumption of prayers on Thursday night
and Friday in Shia mosques including Al Sadeq mosque in
Diraz after stopping for about 4 weeks because of the pressure
and threats imposed by the authorities such as: prohibiting the
biggest Shia prayer in Al Sadeq mosque, issuing a decision
that forbids the religious cleric Sheikh Muhammad Sankour
from praying and delivering speeches, and summoning other
religious clerics for interrogation.

Hence, Friday and congregational prayers resumed on Friday
the 15th of July in Shia mosques, and Sheikh Muhammad
Sankour lead the biggest Friday prayer in Diraz mosque where
he demanded the authorities to come up with an initiative to
cool the atmosphere and regain the people’s trust.

118.0n Wednesday the 13th of July, four decrees were issued by
King of Bahrain Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa. The first
decree, number 61, stipulated the amendment of some of the
provisions of decree 69 of 2004 on reorganizing the Ministry
of Interior. The second decree, number 62, stipulated
appointing 16 General Directors in the Ministry of Interior,

27. Al-Wasat newspaper http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1135352 html
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including the appointment of Brigadier-General Khalifa bin
Ahmed Al Khalifa as Deputy Chief of the Public Security,
Brigadier-General Abdulrahman Saleh Al-Snan as Assistant
Undersecretary of Exits, Investigation and Follow-up,
Brigadier-General Ibrahim Hassan as Commandant of the
Royal Police Academy, and Brigadier-General Shamsan
Abdulla Al-Buainain as Assistant Undersecretary for
Administrative Affairs. Nevertheless, Khalifa Bin Ahmad Al
Khalifa as well as Youssef Al Arabi, who was appointed
Director-General of Reform and Rehabilitation, were among
the officers involved in committing violations against many
citizens and prisoners.

119.0n Thursday the 14th of July, the Public Prosecution issued a
warrant against the citizen Ali Abdul Rahim, the Director of
Labor Market Regulatory Authority, after the Prosecution had
summoned and interrogated him concerning his participation in
the open strike in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house in Diraz.

This warrant came after pro-government citizens published a
picture of Abdul Rahim, taken from a video, of him carrying
a picture of Sheikh Isa Qassim and they accused him of par-
ticipating in the protest in Diraz. Among those who had pub-
lished this picture was Deputy Jamal Bu Hasan who publicly
demanded arresting Abdul Rahim and accused him of betray-
al; so did a number of pro-government bloggers on Twitter
who lead a public incitement campaign against Abdul Rahim.
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The technique of slandering, publishing photos of the
protestors, reporting them, inciting to Kkill them,
imprisoning them, or firing them from their jobs is a
technique widespread among the pro-government
citizens and media, and all this was documented in the
report of the Bahrain Independent Commission of
Inquiry.

This report pointed out that the Official Bahraini
Television broadcasted many programs that
encouraged the violation of citizens’ rights through
media campaigns that included social media pages

for oppressing the protestors. This lead to arresting
hundreds of activists and protestors in 2011 and firing
around 4000 people from their jobs.

120.Attorney General Ahmad Al-Dousari said in a statement on

121.

Saturday the 16th of July, “On the events of raising money
without a license and laundering of illicit funds attributed to a
number of NGOs and some individuals, the Public Prosecution
has completed its investigation in these events and decided to
refer three cases to the competent court”.

The details are mentioned in the chapter on legal prosecutions
(Khums case).

Regarding the targeting of Shiite clerics and Friday preach-
ers, the Ministry of Interior summoned on July 16 Shiite cler-
ic Sheikh Ali Humaidan, the Imam of Al Zahraa mosque in
the city of Hamad for interrogation, and decided to forbid him
from preaching and leading prayer.
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122.Moreover, in the same regard, security authorities detained on
Sunday the 17th of July the Imam of the largest Friday prayer
in Bahrain, Sheikh Mohammad Sankour, whom thousands
had prayed behind earlier on Friday the 15th of July, four
weeks after stopping prayer because of the measures taken by
the authorities against Shiites.

A day after being detained, the Public Prosecution released
him on probation after interrogating him over charges of
incitement of hatred against the regime and preaching without
authorization. Yet, what he included in his speech was calling
on the government to negotiate with the opposition to exit the
political crisis that have stroke the country since 2011.

123.In the context of restricting the freedom of press and
journalists, the Public Prosecution investigated with
journalist Naziha Saeed on Sunday the 17th of July due to a
lawsuit filed against her by the Information Affairs Authority
accusing her of practicing journalism without authorization.
This came after she was prohibited from travelling by the
International Airport of Bahrain on the 29th of June 2016
without giving her any reasons.

The Bahraini authorities refuse giving or renewing licenses to
many journalists working in international news agencies such
as Naziha Saeed, who is a reporter for the French Television
and Radio, despite being their reporter for many years.

124.The National Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad) declared on
its website that it canceled a seminar that was supposed to be
held in the Society’s Headquarters on the night of Wednes-
day the 20th of July after it had received a call and a letter
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from the Ministry of Justice demanding the Society to refrain
from having the seminar entitled “Iran from the Inside”.
The Ministry had justified the request for cancellation based
on article 19 of the political associations law that prohibits
“the interference in the internal affairs of other countries”
although the seminar was intellectual and cannot be
considered interference in the internal affairs of Iran.

125.0n the 26th of July, the Public Prosecution in Bahrain de-
clared that it ordered the imprisonment of some bloggers for
15 days after accusing them of the inciting hatred against the
regime. Chief prosecution Mohammed al-Muslim declared
that the Public Prosecution had received several reports from
the Cyber Crime Directorate, about a number of people who
published posts on their accounts on one of the social net-
working sites that include inciting hatred against the constitu-
tional system of the kingdom, and calling for illegal marches.
The Prosecution interrogated the accused, after arresting them
and ordered to detain them for 15 days pending investigation.”

126.In a series of targeting religious clerics, security authorities
called upon Sheikh Saeed Al Asfour, a Diraz resident, who
was arrested on the morning of Tuesday, the 19th of July,
after receiving an order to be present in the police station in
Al Budaiya area. He was also summoned again a week later
on Tuesday the 26th of July.

127.0n the 19thof July, security authorities summoned the political
activist and chanter Abdul Jabbar Al Dirazi to Al Budaiya
police station over incidents linked to the protest in Diraz.

28. BNA http://www.bna.bh/portal/news/737326
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128.Security authorities also summoned on Sunday the 24th
of July, two religious clerics: Sheikh Jasem Al Khayat and
Sayed Yassin Al Moussawi to Al Budaiya police station for
interrogating them. Al Khayat was released, while Sayed Al
Moussawi was arrested and presented, on Monday, the 25th
of July, to the Public Prosecution that referred him afterwards
to the Third Minor Criminal Court, where he was sentenced
to a whole year in jail on the 31st of August.

129.Moreover, security authorities detained Sheikh Aziz Al
Khadran for 2 days, on the 23rd and 24th of July, in spite of
the fact that the Public Prosecution had decided to release
him after interrogating him over charges related to offending
the judicial system during his Friday speech. The Prosecution
ordered to release him on probation.

130.0n the 22nd of July, the security authorities in Bahrain arrested
Sayed Kadhem Al Durazi, one of the most prominent Shiite
figures in the country and owner of Sayed Kadhem Al-Durazi
Contracting Group. He was arrested in Bahrain International
Airport by the airport security before releasing him afterwards
and referring him to the Public Prosecution. He was accused
of “allowing protestors holding Diraz rally outside Sheikh Isa
Qassim’s house to make use of some of his properties.”

131.In escalating measures against the spiritual leader of the Shiite
sect in Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Qassim, the High Criminal Court
started on Wednesday the 27th of July the first hearing of
Sheikh Isa Qassim’s trial over charges linked to the religious
Obligation of Khums.
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132.In the same context, legal consultant and lawyer Abdullah Al
Shamlawi affirmd that the charges against the spiritual leader of
the Shiite sect in Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Qassim, contradict the
Bahraini constitution. He also said in a tweet on his Twitter
account on the 26th of July that the charges brought against
Ayatullah Qassim according to the law of fundraising of 1956,
are malicious and contradict Article 22 of the constitution
which states, “Freedom of conscience is absolute. The State
guarantees the inviolability of worship, and the freedom to
perform religious rites and hold religious parades and meet-
ings in accordance with the customs observed in the country.”

133.Masjid and Shrine of Sa’sa’ah Bin Suhan Al Abdi (died in
the year 56 after the migration) in Al Askar area was exposed
to destruction and sabotage on Wednesday the 27th of July.
This site is considered archeological and one of the important
Shiite sites in Bahrain, and it had been exposed to sabotage by
unknown people before.
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The Bahraini newspaper, Al Wasat, reported that “unethical
and offensive writings and drawings” were seen inside the
mosque. It also clarified that the sabotage “Reached all the
facilities and the contents of the mosque, starting from the
main room containing the shrine, right down to the roof of the
site and the prayer rooms for men and women, as well as
tampering with the extensions and boxes of electricity, with
the accumulation of garbage and stones at the site rooms,
which have become a breeding ground for stray animals.””

134.0n Saturday, the 30th of July, 2016, security forces arrested
Sayed Majid Al Mishaal, head of the Islamic Scholars Council,
and accused him of charges linked to assembly and incitement
to disobedience of the law. After a hearing that lacked fair trial
standards, the Third Minor Criminal Court sentenced Sayed Al
Mishaal to two years in prison on the 31st of August, 2016.
On the 6th of October 2016, the same court sentenced Sayed
Majid Al Mishaal to a year in prison based on charges linked
to assembly in Diraz, his total sentence thus reaching 3 years.

135.0n the 30th of July, prisoner Hasan Jassim Al Hayki (35 years)
died in prison as a result of being subjected to torture in the
detention center after 25 days of arrest. His family declared
that he revealed to them before his death that he was being
tortured in the criminal investigation building. Moreover, some
prisoners declared that Al Hayki had a cardiac arrest because of
the torture he had suffered from in the Dry Dock prison where
they demanded the police to transfer him to the prison clinic.
He was later transferred to Al Salmaniya Hospital where he

29. Al-Wasat newspaper http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1142153 . html
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passed away. His father demanded an order for autopsy from
the Public Prosecution to reveal the cause of his death.

However, the Bahraini Public Prosecution accused the lawyer
of Al-Hayki’s family of “spreading false news”, after
announcing that “wounds and bruises on the body of the
deceased confirm without any doubt that there is a criminal
suspicion behind his death.”

The head of the Northern Governorate Prosecution, Adnan
Fakhro, said that the Prosecution investigated in the incident
of a lawyer publicly spreading false news regarding the death
of a pre-trial detainee in Dry Dock Detention Center on the
30th of July 2016. He added that the Special Investigations
Unit concluded that Al-Hayki died of “natural causes”, and
that there is no criminal suspicion behind his death.
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AUGUST

136.The Ministry of Interior spread its forces in the capital
Manama, and closed all the roads leading to Al-Hoora cemetery
to prevent holding a public funeral procession for Hassan
Al-Hayiki, who died as a result of torture during his
detention. Security forces surrounded Al-Hoora cemetery and
prevented people from entering it.

137.Bahraini authorities arrested on Thursday August 4, 2016
prominent Shiite cleric Mohammad Jawad Al-Shihabi.
Security forces took the cleric to the Police station in
Al-Budaiya, after he was arrested at a checkpoint in Al-Diraz.

138.Due to the open sit-in protest in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s
house in Al-Diraz, a number of people including activists and
Shiite clerics were prosecuted over practicing their right to
freedom of assembly. Head of Bahrain’s Northern Governorate
Prosecution, Adnan Matar, said that “the Public Prosecution
received a notice from Budaiya police station stating that a
number of people were demonstrating in Diraz, and some
participants were identified, adding that the Prosecution took
upon itself the task of investigating the matter once it received
the notice.” He further added that the Prosecution interrogated
on Thursday, August 4, 2016 suspects and detained them after
accusing them of illegal assembly and breaking the law; and
investigations carry on to build the case and send the accused
to trial.

In the same context, he said that “the Public Prosecution
finalized its investigation in 9 other cases, and referred them
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to a court specialized with charges of illegal demonstrations
and incitements of hatred against the regime and
un-authorized assembly.”*

139.Bahraini security forces arrested on the 6th of August Shiite
cleric Sheikh Isa Al-Mou’min, the preacher of “Al-Kheif”
Mosque in Al-Dair village. The cleric was accused of “inciting
hatred against the regime” over a sermon he delivered on Friday.
the Prosecution detained and referred him to the Minor
Criminal Court which decided on the 28th of September to
release the cleric on bail amounting to BD500, but the
Samaheej Police station refused to release him and referred
him to the Public Prosecution after accusing him of more
charges. The Public Prosecution released him on the 29th of
September after it interrogated him.

On Thursday (November 24, 2016), the court ordered to
detain Sheikh Isa Al-Moumin for 3 months over “inciting
hatred against regime” charge and the verdict is suspended
for a BD500 bail.

140. Amongst those summoned for interrogation over the protest
in Al-Diraz, security authorities summoned on the 7th of
August former MP and Assistant Secretary General of
Al-Wefaq Society, Khalil Al-Marzouq. The security
authorities had summoned Al-Marzouq along with 11 others
including political activists and Shiite clerics.

141.In the same context, security authorities interrogated the Ex
MP representing Al-Wefaq, Ali Al-Ashiry. After he was

30. Al-Wasat newspaper http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1145048.html
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interrogated over participating in Al-Diraz protest, Al-Ashiry
posted on Twitter: “I got out of Hamad city Police station at
roundabout 17 after | was interrogated over participating in
Al-Diraz protest”.

142.In the same context, the Public Prosecution decided on the
7th of August to detain the clerics: Sheikh Ali Al-Hemli and
Sheikh Mohamad Jawad Al-Shihabi over participating in the
protest in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house. However, it
released Sayed Hashem Al-Bahraini, Sayed Mohsen
Al-Ghuraifi, Sheikh Abdul Hakim Al-Aradi, Sheikh Hussein
Al-Mahrous, and Sheikh Abed Ali Al-A’ali.

143.Security authorities detained on the 9th of August 10 Shiite
clerics over their refusal to “the sectarian measures” imposed
by the government on religious rituals and prominent religious
figures in the country, and over their refusal of the constant
abuse of the countries’ religious leader Sheikh Isa Qassim, in
addition to their declaration that the Shiite sect’s existence
and religious beliefs are targeted, especially after targeting the
Khums obligation and preventing the Shiite majority’s largest
Friday prayer. The Public Prosecution detained promi-
nent cleric Sheikh Mohammad Jawad Al-Shihabi, Sheikh
Fadel Al-Zaki, Sheikh Ali Al-Hemli and preacher Habib
Al-Dirazi for 15 days pending investigation. The Ministry
of Interior decided to detain Sayed Mohamad Al-Ghuraifi,
Sheikh Mounir Al-Maatouk, Sheikh Aziz Al-Khadran, Sheikh
Imad Al-Sha’ala, Sheikh Hussein Al-Mahrous, and Sayed
Yassin Al-Moussawi to be presented to the Public Prosecu-
tion. The Public Prosecution referred some of them to court
later on. On September 21, the Third Minor Criminal Court
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sentenced Sheikh Ali Naji and Sheikh Imad Al-Sha’ala to one
year in prison.

144.The security authorities detained on Sunday (14 August 2016)
head of the Religious Freedoms Department at the Bahrain
Human Rights Observatory, Sheikh Maytham Al-Salman,
after interrogating him for more than 9 hours about his stances
regarding the violations against Shiites in Bahrain.

145.Bahrain’s security authorities detained on the 14th of August
the neurosurgeon Dr. Taha Al Dirazi after interrogating him
to be presented to the Public Prosecution, which decided to
detain him for 15 days pending investigation. On the 23rd
of August, the Ninth Minor Criminal Court accused him of
illegal assembly over participating in a gathering which con-
sisted of more than 5 people in a public place on the 19th
of July. Al-Dirazi attended the court along with his lawyer
Qassim Al-Fardan. His lawyer plead for his client’s release
especially that he is a neurologist, which is a rare specialty
amongst Bahraini doctors, and he had surgical operations for
a number of patients postponed due to his detainment. Based
on that, he was released on bail amounted to 200 dinars as the
trial continued.

146.The cleric Hani Al-Ali Ahmad Al-Biladi was detained on the
evening of the 14th of August to be presented to the Public
Prosecution, which decided to detain him for 15 days pending
investigations. The Ninth Minor Criminal Court accused him
of assembly on the 23rd of August, 2016 in the same manner,
in which Dr. Taha Al-Dirazi was accused along with other
protestors in Al-Diraz.
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147.Security authorities detained on the 15th of August women’s
rights activist Ghada Jamsheer as she was leaving Bahrain
through Bahrain’s airport. Jamsheer had been sentenced to a
year and 8 months in prison over tweets she had posted, in
which she criticized one of the ruling family’s member. The
Public Prosecution released Jamsheer on the 20th of Decem-
ber based on a decision to replace her prison sentence with
social services.

148.1In the first judicial verdict against the participants in Al-Diraz
protest, a Bahraini court sentenced on Thursday (August 18,
2016) Shiite cleric Sheikh Ali Humaidan to one year in prison.

149. A Bahraini court sentenced on the 21st of August Ali Ahmad
Nasser Ali to 7 months in prison over participating in the public
funeral procession of Hasan Al-Hayiki, who died as a result of
torture in custody. Ali was sentenced to 6 months in prison over
gathering and a month over cursing.

150.As a part of the prosecution campaign against the participants
in Al-Diraz protest in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house, the
Third Minor Criminal Court held the first court hearing of
the detained prominent cleric and preacher, Sheikh Mounir
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Al-Maatouk. The court hearing was adjourned until the 30th
of August as the cleric remained detained. The authorities
charged Al-Maatouk with illegal assembly, and he was
sentenced on the 21st of September to one year in prison.

151.A Bahraini court commenced on the 23rd of August the
prosecution of Shiite cleric Sheikh Ali Rahma over the charge
of illegal gathering due to participating in Al-Diraz protest.

152.The security authorities prevented on the 22nd of August the
head of monitoring and documentation unit at the Bahrain
Center for Human Rights, Inas Aoun from leaving the coun-
try. Aoun stated on her Twitter account that she was prevented
from leaving Bahrain from the airport based on an order is-
sued by the Criminal Investigations Directorate.

153.Member of Bahrain Center for Human Rights and activist,
Hussein Radhi, said that security authorities prevented him
from leaving the country based on an order issued by the Cy-
ber Crimes Directorate. Radhi stated on Tuesday (August 23,
2016) on his Twitter account, “I was banned from traveling
through the Causeway, the employee told me it was based on
an order issued by the Cyber Crimes Directorate in the Crim-
inal Investigations Directorate”.

154.1n the same context, security authorities prevented on the 24th
of August the head of LuaLua Center for Human Rights, ac-
tivist Isa Al-Ghaeb, from traveling through Bahrain airport
based on an order by the Security Apparatus.

155.The Ninth Minor Criminal Court, headed by Judge Hussein
Al-Shaikh with the secretariat Mohammad Al-Harban,
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commenced on Wednesday (August 24, 2016) the
prosecution of prominent Shiite cleric Sheikh Mahmoud Al-
A’ali, the Deputy President of the Islamic Scholars Council,
the highest Shiite religious authority in Bahrain, which was
suspended by the Bahraini authorities.

156.0n the same day, the same court commenced the consideration
of other cases including the case of prominent Shiite cleric and
Head of Imam Al-Bager religious seminar, Sheikh Mohamad
Jawad Al-Shihabi, the case of Sheikh Fadel Al-Zaki, and the
case of Sheikh Jassim Badr Al-Motawa’a. The court adjourned
the hearings until the 31st of August to issue the verdicts as the
detainees remain in custody.

As for the case of Sheikh Mohammad Jawad, in which he
denied the accusations against him, lawyer Rim Khalaf
presented a plea demanding a copy of the legal proceedings
and time to view the documents. She also demanded the
release of her client after she submitted a medical report about
her client’s health condition after he had been transferred to
the prison hospital several times due to blood pressure, in
addition to the fact that he is 50 years old. Sheikh Fadhel Al
Zaki’s lawyer, Zahra Abbas, presented the same plea.

According to the prosecution, the defendants were prosecuted
for participating in a public gathering consisting of more than
5 persons. According to the Public Prosecution, it received
a notice regarding the gathering of people who staged
an illegal protest in front of Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house and
chanted anti-regime slogans. The Public Prosecution claimed
that Al-Zaki and Jawad were amongst the participants
chanting anti-regime slogans, and another incident indicates
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that there was a gathering that included Al-Zaki and Jawad,
who were chanting anti-regime slogans, holding pictures of
Sheikh Isa Qassim, and obstructing traffic.

157.0n the 25th of August 2016, a day after the scandal of insult-
ing the household of Prophet Mohammad and questioning the
lineage of Shias, the Deputy Chief of Public Security, Khalifa
bin Ahmad Al-Khalifa, had to close his Instagram account.
The comment written by Al-Khalifa shocked the Bahrainis,
which made the Ministry of Interior issue a statement saying
that his account was hacked. However, no one believed this
narrative.

@» Khalifa__bin__ahmad

_ 1 d Khalifa bin Ahmad
g i posted his photo with
a comment saying, “I

have decided to close my
account permanently.”
This was not the first
incident of this kind,
the Bahraini military
spokesman, Khaled
Al-Buainain, closed his
Twitter account after
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el Sl o Wi
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What had been done by the Deputy Chief of Public
Security and the Bahraini military spokesman before
him, in addition to others, are criminal acts according
to Bahrain’s law. Article 309 of Bahrain’s Penal Code
states: “A punishment for a period not exceeding one
year or a fine not exceeding BD 100 shall be inflicted

upon any person who commits an offence by any method of

expression against one of the recognized religion sects
or ridicules the rituals thereof”.

It is the same Article upon which some activists are
being prosecuted, such as activist Nader Abdul Imam
and journalist Faisal Al-Hiatt, despite the fact that
the Tweets they were charged upon, does not exceed
mentioning a historical incident, which cannot be
considered an offence under this Article, hence there is
an unequal implementation of the law.

On the other hand, despite clear incitement of
hatred against the Shiite sect in some officials and
Media workers’ statements, no criminal charges are
held against them.

158.As a part of a campaign of travel ban against activists,
security authorities prevented on Saturday (August 27, 2016)
two human rights activists from leaving the country via King
Fahd Causeway that links Bahrain to Saudi Arabia.
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Member of the European-Bahraini Organization for Human
Rights, activist Ahmad Al Saffar, said that the authorities
prevented him and activist Ibtlsam Al Sayegh from leaving
the country, noting that the ban was issued by the Public
Prosecution, according to an employee at the passports
department.

159.1n the same context, Bahrain airport authorities prevented on
Monday (August 29, 2016) activist Nidal Al-Salman from
leaving the country, based on an order issued by the Criminal
Investigations Directorate.

160.Based on the Diraz siege, the General Federation of Workers
Trade Unions in Bahrain stressed on the 29th of August that
the business owners and workers are facing difficulties due
to the security measures imposed on Diraz, noting that these
difficulties will increase as the scholastic year begins. “The
Union called on the government to facilitate the entrance and
exit of laborers and teachers working in Diraz”.

The union stated that: “workers including those who are from
Diraz, are facing difficulties when returning to their homes
after a long day of work, especially those who work in shifts.”
It added that “problems will double with the beginning of
the new scholastic year.” The union noted that “the situation
forms a problem for those working in contracting, like
constructors, plumbers, carpenters, or electricians, whether
they worked for contractors or had their own businesses”.
“The current situation, which has been ongoing for 70 days,
requires an urgent evaluation and providing the needed
facilitation for the entrance of teachers and workers”, the
union added.
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161

It continued, “the presence of 4 schools and 5 nurseries
constitutes a challenge that we have to confront with love
and responsibility.” The union stressed that “many workers
or expatriates have become unable to make use of the Internet
service for communication since companies are repeatedly
cutting off the service in Diraz”. The union added saying that
“this cutting off is affecting the expatriates in particular, as
it prevents these workers from any cheaper communication
with their families and creates psychological stress on those
foreign workers due to the lack of communication with their
families”.

The union commented saying that “all people are suffering
and not only workers, some owners of shops and small and
medium facilities such as electronics stores, refrigerators, and
restaurants were even forced to close their shops due to
restriction on bringing in the supplies and lack of customers”.

.On the 30th and 31st of August, Bahraini courts issued

prison sentences against protestors over their participation
in the open sit-in protest in Diraz. Sheikh Aziz Al-Khadran
and Sayed Yassin Al-Moussawi, preacher Sayed Ali Ahmad
Al-Moussawi, as well as television and artistic director, Yaser
Nasser, were sentenced to one year in prison.
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SEPTEMBER

162.A young Bahraini boy, Mostafa Al-Motghawi (16 years old),
received a summons notice on the 4th of September asking
Mostafa to be present for interrogation at the Budaiya Police
station. He was detained to be presented to the Public
Prosecution on charges of protesting in Diraz. The Public
Prosecution decided to detain him for 15 days pending inves-
tigations, but the following day on September 7, the Prosecution
decided to release Mostafa “due to his young age after he was
accused of illegal protesting in violation of law earlier that time
and he confessed doing so”, according to the Public
Prosecution’s statement.

Yet, the security authorities refused to release him without
giving reasons for that. Ever since, nothing was heard about
him, and his family and his lawyer were not allowed to meet
him, until he was released on Sunday (September 18, 2016),
after 12 days of his arrest.

163.0n September 9, the Assembly of Bahrain Shiite religious
scholars addressed a letter to the chief of the UN Human Rights
Council and the diplomatic delegations of the member states
of the council at “Geneva”, on the occasion of conducting the
thirty third session of the council. And within, they declared
the inflation of sectarian persecution and suppression against
the Shiite majority.

The letter included the selection as follows: “We address you
with this speech in concurrence with the convention of the
thirty third session of the UN Human Rights Council at
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Geneva to acquaint you with the developments in the Bahraini
affairs, where the level of sectarian persecution has inflated
against the indigenous population of the Shiite Muslims, and
the state of discrimination has severely spread to become of
an institutional form and a systemic methodology, by which
the suppressive security handling of the incidents has become
the only choice of the Bahraini government, who failed to
manage the cultural and religious diversity, and as a result,
transformed Bahrain into a mere police state.

The letter also pointed out to a brief conclusion concerning
some figures of sectarian persecution as in the case of the
trial of Sheikh Isa Qassim after depriving him of his
citizenship, the siege on the Diraz region, the frequent
prevention of conducting the largest Shiite Friday prayers in
Bahrain, and the arrest of Mr. Majid Al-Mishaal, the chief
of the Islamic Scholars Council, as well as the prosecution
of a vast group of prominent Shiite scholars, activists, and
citizens over accusations concerning freedom of expression
and peaceful assembly, thus sending many of them to jail. The
letter also alluded to other points including:

* Marginalizing the Shiite sect in education
curriculum, governmental jobs, and scholarships.

* Violating the sanctity of religious rituals and
husseiniyahs (Mosques for certain condolence
purposes) and other aspects of practicing Shiite
beliefs.

* Destructing the mosques in many Shiite regions.
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* Banning worshiping duties like Khums and
delivering religious speeches on Friday and
congregational prayers.

* Besieging worship houses and banning Friday
imams and worshipers.

* Violating religious sites by sabotaging and damaging
them like “Saasaa Ibn Sawhan” holy shrine.

* Confiscating the independence of the religious
institution (Shiite endowment) and forcing
dominance and official politics upon its affairs.

The letter has firmly assured that Shiite religious scholars do
not thereby demand to form a secular state or a state of
a certain religion, but to have “a constitutionally-centered
ruling that does not marginalize the will of the public, and
does not establish the constitution without their participation,
to grant the people the right to practice free and fair elections
for the purpose of selecting their representatives in a parlia-
ment that expresses their volition, to have a parliament with
full powers without being dominated by one of the two other
authorities, and to be consulted in selecting its government.
Moreover, the judiciary should be made for the service of
justice, without forcing other volition aside from the
constitution”.

The letter also asserted on the “right to equality in citizenship
and what is consequently gained of rights and forced of duties,
as well as negating discrimination on basis of race, color,
religion or sect, but only excelling by qualification and probity
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in establishing the government and its bodies and filling jobs
and positions in state agencies, in addition to sustaining the
firmness of Islamic brotherhood and reinforcing national unity
among all classes of the society”.

As a conclusion, the letter ended with a number of appeals
including: Practicing pressure upon the Bahraini authorities
to end the plight of sectarian persecution against Shiite
Muslims, protecting the freedom of religion and belief, the
value of religious tolerance, social justice, and the right of
equality in nationalism, pressuring the Bahraini authorities
to allow the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief to visit Bahrain, condemning the plight of sectarian
persecution and discrimination, demanding the Bahraini gov-
ernment to immediately release all prisoners of conscience
including Shiite scholars, opposition leaders and political and
human rights activists, demanding the Bahraini government
to immediately commence the implementation of the recom-
mendations of “Bassiouni” and “Geneva”, converting into a
national conciliation that reflects the public will, lifting the
siege over “Diraz” region, and providing international cover
for the peaceful demonstrators in Diraz.’

164.0n September 14, a group of 35 member states in the UN
Human Rights Council condemned the measures that the
Bahraini government has committed against the political
opposition, calling for comprehensive reformations to
accomplish stability in Bahrain. The European Union also
issued a statement in the UN Human Rights Council and was

31.The site of the scholar assembly,https://www.facebook.com/OlamaaBAH/posts/515866975275435:0
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supported by 8 states including Britain, in which it expressed
concern about depriving political dissidents from their
citizenship.

The statement of the European Union declared that it admits
the challenges that Bahrain is facing and encourages the country
as a whole to attempt to achieve stability through
reformations and national conciliation in an environment that
permits peaceful expression concerning political injustice,
where violence is excluded. The Union also expressed its
worry concerning dissolving the political opposition Society,
Al-Wefaq, intensifying the judicial appeal decision against its
secretary general Sheikh Ali Salman to 9 years, arresting the
defenders of human rights and banning them from travelling,
including the re-arrest of Nabil Rajab, and depriving the
Bahraini citizens from their citizenship, especially eminent
characters like Sheikh Isa Qassim. Thereby, the EU called
upon all parties to support a more comprehensive discussion,
and to work collectively to achieve national conciliation and
a sustainable political environment.

The EU has also asserted its worries concerning the allegations
on torture, and asked the Bahraini authorities to invite the UN
Special Rapporteur on torture.

165.0n September 15, opposition leader and secretary general of
Al-Wefaq Society, Sheikh Ali Salman, was referred to interro-
gation at the Criminal Investigation Department, over a speech
he addressed to the UN Human Rights Council at Geneva in
its 33rd session. The public prosecution thus announced that
Sheikh Salman was interrogated on September 16, 2016, over a
“notice from the General Directorate of Criminal Investigation
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166.

noting that it has received information which point out at the
transfer of a letter to certain parties outside the country relat-
ed to one of the condemned individuals currently serving his
sentence.” The public prosecution added that “the letter was
transferred by a certain individual and included faulty rumors
and tendentious news about the internal situation of the coun-
try by which harm is caused to the reputation of the kingdom
aside to affronting.” The public prosecution further added that
“based on what proceeded, the public prosecution summoned
the condemned individual from his jail and listened to his state-
ments concerning the letter in the presence of his lawyer, and
ordered to return him to jail and execute investigations on the
conditions and circumstances of the incident”.

On Wednesday, September 21, the Third Minor Criminal Court
sentenced Sheikh Ali Naji, Sheikh Imad Al-Shaala, and Sheikh
Moneer Al-Maatouk to one year in prison upon convicting
them of gathering in Diraz region. The public prosecution had
previously accused them on July 16, 2016 of participating with
others (more than 5 individuals) in a gathering for the purpose
of breaching security, in reference to the strike that the Diraz
region has been witnessing in front of the house of Sheikh Isa
Qassim since the official decision of depriving him of his citi-
zenship was made.

The defense pressed the charges over receiving a notice about
a strike for a group of about 170 demonstrators, a number of
them went out in the form of an un-authorized march, holding
photos of Sheikh Qassim and repeating political expressions
around his house in Diraz, causing traffic jam and crippling
public interests.
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167.In the same context, the Third Minor Criminal Court sentenced
college student Habib Abbas Moftah (19 years old) to two
years in prison on September 21, over two charges of gathering
in Diraz. The public prosecution said that on June 25 and 26,
he participated in a gathering consisting of more than 5 people
at a public place, and the details of one of the cases include re-
ceiving a notice of a demonstration of 700 individuals in front
of the house of Sheikh Qassim at the Diraz region, and the
defendant was among them.*

168. On September 24, the Bahraini Minister of foreign affairs,
Khalid Bin Ahmad Al Khalifa, said on an interview at
Al-Hadath satellite channel that his country “will not waste
time with the Human Rights Council,” commenting on
the declarations of the High Commissioner, Zaid Bin Raad
Al-Hussain, in which he criticized the violations of human
rights in Bahrain.*

169.0n Friday, September 30, the Bahraini authorities discharged
the photographer Qassim Zeineddine after serving his three-
year prison term over covering public demonstrations. A
court had convicted Zeineddine of participating in riots, after
arresting him in August 2013 after raiding his house by
civilians, and confiscating his phone and other devices.

32. Al-Wasat Bahraini newspaper volume 5129, http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1161264.html

33. Al-Ayam Bahraini newspaper, http://www.alayam.com/online/local/604507/News.html


http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1161264.html
http://www.alayam.com/online/local/604507/News.html
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Innocent father on
Bahrain’s death row
‘confessed’ under torture

State-owned :
Belfast company comphclt
in abuse cover-up

Northern Irish
government turnin
a blind eye

OHCHT

BELFAST |

170.In September, Reprieve organization issued a report entitled:
“Belfast to Bahrain: the torture trail” that sheds light on death
row prisoner, Mohammad Ramadan, who is a former
policeman and a father of three children. He was subjected
to torture in order to give a faulty admission. On the cover of
the said report, the following expressions were written:
“Innocent father on Bahrain’s death row ‘confessed’ under
torture”, “State-owned Belfast company complicit in abuse
cover-up”, and “Northern Irish government turning a blind
eye”’.

34. The report http://www.reprieve.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/201609//BelfastToBahrain.pdf


http://www.reprieve.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/BelfastToBahrain.pdf
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The Irish site “Breaking News” mentioned that the
organization called on an Irish company to stop training
Bahraini security forces amid fears concerning torture.
Reprieve tried to break the contract of the Irish NICO
nonprofit company because police members and jail
employees in Bahrain are systematically violating the rights
of the government dissidents, pointing out that the organization
also demands the company to “stop working with the
Bahraini Ministry of Interior until the Bahraini government
ratify the international legislations that refuse torture, and
allow the UN to conduct independent investigations”.*

The report also declared that the “company trained forces that
are accused of torturing prisoners to confess on charges, the
penalty of which is execution, and supported associations that
failed to conduct investigations about the violations”.

35. http://www.breakingnews.ie/


http://www.breakingnews.ie/
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OCTOBER

171.In October, which coincided with the Hijri month of
Mubharram, the security authorities intensified their campaign
against the Shiite majority targeting their religious rituals, as
trouble was caused among the citizens and security forces in
many regions, after the authorities removed flags and banners
related to the rituals of Ashura that the Shiites commemorate
annually in Muharram, in memory of the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein, the third Shiite Imam.

We shall point at some of the incidents hereby, while more
will be mentioned in the chapter on violations of Ashura
season.

172.0n Sunday October 2, dispute occurred between the citizens
of Abu Saiba and the security forces, after the latter removed
Ashura banners hung on the road sides of the village. The
incident occurred after massive numbers of security forces
entered the village and tried to remove the banners. When
the citizens attempted to question the security forces about
the reason behind removing the banners, the latter used tear
gas. As a result, tens of angry youths protested peacefully to
face the security forces and chanted angry slogans. But these
forces replied by firing tear gas bombs intensely, and some of
the demonstrators were injured upon targeting them directly
with tear gas canisters.

173.0n Sunday, October 2, the resigned Al-Wefaq MP and political
activist, Ali Al-Ashiri, demanded stopping foot patrols that
roam the streets of Al-Dair village asking residents for
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identity documents. On his Twitter account, he said that he
saw “foot patrols stopping the young people who are working
in front of Imam Al Montathar obsequies in Al-Dair
and asking them to show their identity documents.” Al-Ashiri
considered what is happening at this time of Ashura season is
a provocative and inconsistent “with what was put forward
at the meeting with the heads of the obsequies in Muharraq,”
calling on the Director of Samaheej police station, Isa Al
Sulaiti, to order to stop the patrols.

174.0n a different note, security authorities continued their
ongoing siege on the people of Diraz. On Sunday, October
2, in a violation of freedom of belief, the security authorities
prevented preachers from entering Diraz to perform Ashura
rituals in some obsequies. The preachers who were prevented are:
preacher of Al-Matrouk obsequies, Sheikh Hussein Yacoub
Al Maamiri, preacher of Sayyed Ali Al-Mousawi obsequies,
Sayyed Mustafa Al-Karani, and preacher of Grand Diraz
obsequies, Sheikh Mohammad Ali Al-Mahfouz.

175.0n Monday morning, October 3, security authorities raided
Karana, Abu Saiba, Sadad, Shahrakan, Karzakan, Malkiya and
Sitra, and removed the flags and banners related to the rituals
of Ashura season.

176.0n Monday, October 3, security authorities arrested citizens
from the area of Sadad who protested against removing Ashura
banners. The citizens are: Ahmad Jassim Al-Abed, Mohammad
Jassim Al-Abed, Hamed Jassim Al-Abed, and Abdallah Isa Abbas.
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177.0n Sunday, October 2, clerics in Bahrain described in a
statement the security forces actions as vengeance against
those who oppose the tyranny and dictatorship, which took
away the dignity of citizens, the sanctity of rituals, and the
respect of religion. The clerics added that Ashura is a “sacred
ritual in the jurisdiction and theology of the indigenous people
in the country, the Shiite community,” stressing that the people
will not leave their religion and identity vulnerable to
desecration. The clerics called on the people of Bahrain to
“heavily attend the Husseini (Ashura) obsequies and
processions to protect and defend the religion”, and to widely
address the issue of the authorities’ targeting of the doctrine
this Ashura season in order to protect the religion and the
country.
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178.Even though the security forces unjustifiably attacked the man-
ifestations of Ashura, removed Ashura banners, and assaulted
those who were participating in hanging the banners and flags,
Chief of Public Security, Tariq al-Hassan, said that the Ministry
of Interior respects all religious occasions, including Ashura.
Al-Hassan said, “The police force has taken the established le-
gal action towards a number of irregularities, and meanwhile
dealt with a number of outlaws under the established legal
boundaries.”

Al-Hassan added that “in accordance with the requirements of
public order, there are certain places designated for banners
and flags that everyone is aware of, therefore the competent
authorities dealt with the violations committed in this regard in
accordance with the law.”

179.0n October 5, the Bahraini authorities arrested Shiite cleric
Sayyed Mohammad Hadi Al-Ghuraifi after a month of his
release. He was detained in Budaiya police station for presenting
him to the public prosecution.

180. Among a series of arbitrary actions taken against dissidents and
human rights activists, and in the context of imposing travel
bans on activists, on October 7, the security authorities prevented three
human rights activists from leaving the country. The activists
are: the human rights defender, lawyer Mohammed al-Tajer,
prominent member of Bahrain Human Rights Observatory and
human rights activist, Abdulnabi Al-Ekri, and head of Bahrain
Transparency Society, Sayyed Sharaf al-Moussawi.
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181.0n Sunday, October 9, the security authorities arrested
Bahraini journalist Faisal Hiatt, after they asked him to “come
immediately”. Hiatt said on his Twitter account that the call
came from the Criminal Investigation Directorate. Some days
earlier, the journalist Hiatt addressed the Interior Minister in a
message, in which he talked about the torture he was subjected
to during his arrest in 2011, in response to the minister’s
statement, in which he said that the workers in the ministry
“fear God” and do not violate human rights.

However, the Ministry of Interior said that Hiatt insulted one
of the sects in the country by a tweet he posted on the social
networking website. Hiatt wrote a tweet, in which he refused
the interrogation of the authorities with the preachers who
talked about the Umayyad governor, Yazid ibn Muawiyah, and
the Umayyad family, who killed Imam Hussein bin Ali (AS),
the third Imam of Shia, during the Ashura season.

The director-general of the Anti-Corruption and Economic
and Electronic Security Directorate, Bassam Al Miraj, said
that “a person who posted a tweet on the social networking
site, Twitter, that represents an insult to one of the sects in
the country, was arrested.” He added that “the necessary legal
procedures were taken in preparation for referring the case to
the public prosecution.”*

On Tuesday, November 29, the court sentenced Hiatt to 3
months in prison.

36. Bahrain News Agency, http://www.bna.bh/portal/news/749212


http://www.bna.bh/portal/news/749212
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There is nothing in the statement of the journalist
Hiatt that indicates insulting a sect or religion, and
his statement only criticizes the Ministry of Interior for
interrogating preachers who tell historical events and
stories linked to Ashura season.

The real reason behind persecuting Hiatt is criticizing
the security authorities for torture and human rights
violations. However, some of the tweets that refer
to historical events were used to prosecute him, even
though the charges against him are inconsistent with
the legal text, which is considered a disproportionate
adaptation of the law and a breach of the principle of

identifying irregularities legally.

182.In a statement issued on Monday, October 10, 2016 on the
occasion of the World Day Against the Death Penalty 2016,
Bahrain Human Rights Society said that since 2009 until
today the Kingdom of Bahrain has not witnessed an
implementation of the death penalty, which is a positive thing,
but the disappointing part is that the death penalty sentences
are still issued.

The statement reads as follows:

The international community celebrates the World Day Against
the Death Penalty on October 10, where rights organizations and
figures opposing this penalty, including the UN, reiterate their
call to abolish the death penalty, believing it to be a heinous
practice rejected by the healthy human sense. [This penalty] is
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considered a blatant infringement of the principle of right in life,
and which has become a firm principle in the civilized doctrine
of humans, who have declared their outspoken opposition and
constant outrage at the loss of human soul due to this inhumane
punishment.

The Kingdom of Bahrain, since 2009 until today, has not
witnessed the execution of any death penalty. This is a positive
side that leads us to call for the complete abolishment of the death
penalty from legislations. What is disappointing however, is that
the death penalty sentences are still upheld in Bahraini courts.
There is a number of prisoners sentenced to death (7 defendants
sentenced to death), now sitting in prison, suffering [bad]
psychological and physical conditions. Their situation is very
hard, as they die every second of every day. The Society’s stance
is based on the International Bill of Human Rights, which affirms
the right to life as stipulated in Article (3) of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, stating that each individual has the
right to life, freedom and safety. Article (6) of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in its first Paragraph also
states that “Every human being has the inherent right to life. This
right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his life.”

It should be noted that the Bahraini government
carried out, on January 15, 2017, death sentences
against three of the seven people mentioned in the

previous statement. They were convicted in the case
of targeting the police force in Al-Daih area, which led
to the Kkilling of three policemen, including the Emirati
officer Tariq Mohammed Al Shehi in March, 2014.
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The implementation of the death sentences came after
the Court of Cassation approved, on January 9, 2017,
the death sentences against Ali Abdul Shahid Al-Sin-
gace, Sami Mirza Mushaima, and Abbas Jamil Taher

Al-Samee. The court also upheld life sentences against
seven others, and withdrawal of nationality of eight of
the convicts. The trial of those ten people was described
as unfair and lacking the standards of fair trials.

183.0n Monday, October 10, after an interrogation that lasted
nearly six hours about religious speeches delivered on the
occasion of Ashura, the security authorities released head of
the Religious Freedoms Department at the Bahrain Human
Rights Observatory, Sheikh Maytham Al-Salman. Samahee;j
police station had summoned Al-Salman for interrogation in
the afternoon, before he was released late on Monday night
and asked to come the next day to continue the interrogation.

184.0n Thursday, October 13, after an Ashura-related mourning
rite, security forces clashed with protesters who tried to reach
the Pearl Roundabout, where Bahrain witnessed popular
protests six years ago. The troops fired grenades at hundreds
of demonstrators who approached the area, which has been
guarded by the army and the National Guard since forcibly
ending the protests in March 2011.

185.0n October 16, the court sentenced the child Mohammed Isa
Mohammed Ali (16 years old) to six months in prison after
the public prosecution charged him with illegal assembly. The
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authorities had also arbitrarily arrested Mohammed in July,
2016.

186.The security authorities prevented on Sunday, October 16,2016
head of the monitoring and documentation unit at the Bahrain
Center for Human Rights (BCHR), Enas Oun, and head of
the monitoring and documentation unit at European-Bahraini
Organization for Human Rights, Ahmed Al-Saffar, from
leaving the country. The King Fahd Causeway authorities did
not present any reasons behind the travel ban and asked Oun
and Al-Saffar to contact the court or public prosecution to know
the reasons behind the ban.

187.0n Sunday, October 16, 2016, the security authorities inter-
rogated 5 Shiite clerics, released 3 of them after more than 10
hours of interrogation, and decided to detain two of them in
order to present them to the public prosecution. The author-
ities summoned Sheikh Abdulmohsen Mulla Atiya Al-Jamri,
Mulla Abbas Mulla Atiya Al-Jamri, Sheikh Hassan Al-A’ali,
Sayed Faisal Al-Talebi and Sayed Sadeq Al-Ghuraifi. They
released Mulla Abbas Al-Jamri, Sheikh Hassan Al-A’ali and
Sayed Faisal Al-Talebi, but decided to detain Sheikh Abdul-
mohsen Mulla Atiya and Sayed Sadeq Al-Ghuraifi on the pre-
text of presenting them to the prosecution.

The authorities summoned the Shiite clerics to interrogate
them about religious lectures they delivered in Ashura. Sheikh
Abdulmohsen Mulla Atiya was interrogated over a lecture he
delivered about “takfir”. However, Sayed Sadeq Al-Ghuraifi
was interrogated over his lecture about “History of Bahraini
villages”.
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It is worth mentioning that the 5 preachers remained in the
interrogation room for 10 hours without food or water. The
authorities prevented them from drinking water.

188.Meanwhile, on Tuesday, October 18, the Budaiya police
charged Shiite cleric Sheikh Abdulmohsen Al-Jamri with new
charges in order to hamper the public prosecution’s decision
to release him. The Budaiya police did not implement the
public prosecution’s decision before they charged Al-Jamri
with new charges related to another speech he delivered in
Ashura, even though the public prosecution had decided to
release Al-Jamri after interrogating him.

189.As a part of the Bahraini government’s restrictions on the

practice of individuals’ freedoms and rights, the National
Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad) received a notice from
the Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs stating that the
society has violated the political associations’ law over a
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delegation’s visit led by Wa’ad’s former Secretary General
Ibrahim Sharif to Ashura gatherings as a form of national
unity, considering these visits political activism.

190.0n Thursday (20 October 2016), security forces raided Al

191

Wefaq National Islamic Society headquarters in Bilad Al
Qadeem, as well as the association’s other branch in the
Western Province in Malikiya, and confiscated its assets.

.On the 21st of October authorities released prisoner Shawqi

Radhi from Al Ekr village, after serving a five-and-a-half-
year prison term.

Radhi was amongst others accused of what was known as
“University of Bahrain Events”; a military court sentenced
him to 15 years in prison, and the prison sentence was reduced
after a retrial by a civil court. Shawqi was arrested on the 26th
of April 2011, he was tortured in custody and exposed to ill
and degrading treatment to extract confessions.

192.0n the 24th of October, Sayid Alawi Al-Musawi, telecom-

munications engineer, was arrested at his work. No news was
heard about him until Sunday the 27th of November when his
family received a call from him, in which he told them that
he was held at the Criminal Investigations Directorate, which
refutes the narrative of the National Institution for Human
Rights about him being found in the Pre-Detention center in
Dry Dock prison.

His family said that in his very short call, Al-Musawi seemed
to be exhausted from torture he assumingly was exposed to
since the day of his arrest, expressing deep concern over his
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safety. No news was heard about him after that call, which
consequently makes his arrest a form of enforced disappearance.

193.In the same context, Amnesty International expressed in a
statement issued on the 30th of January 2017 its grave
concerns that Bahraini detainee Sayed Alawi Musawi is a
victim of enforced disappearance and is at risk of torture and
other ill-treatment. Amnesty stated that Sayid Alawi has not
been allowed access to a lawyer nor allowed to see his family
since he was arrested on the 24th of October 2016. Amnesty
asserted that his family has not received any information about
his charges, noting that Sayid Alawi’s fate is unknown, and
that it contacted the Ombudsman office, the Public
Prosecution and the Minister of Interior regarding
Al-Musawi’s case but has not received any response.’’

194.0n Tuesday (October 25, 2016), the security authorities
in Dry Dock Prison prevented the family of activist Khalil
Al-Halawachi from meeting him in an already scheduled
visit. His daughter Fatima Al-Halawachi said that the
authorities prevented them from visiting her father without
presenting the reasons behind it.

195.0n Wednesday (October 26, 2016) the Court of Appeals
commuted the 5-year jail sentence against Fadhel Abbas,
former Secretary General of the Unitary National Democratic
Assemblage (Al-Wahdawi party), to 3 years in prison. A court
of first instance had sentenced Abbas to 5 years in prison on
the 26th of June 2016 over a statement published by the
society in which it condemned the war on Yemen.

37. Amnesty International https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde112017/5581//en


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde11/5581/2017/en
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196.0n Sunday (October 30, 2016), Budaiya police station
summoned prominent Shiite scholar Sheikh Hani Al-Banna
and detained him to appear before the Public Prosecution the
next day. The Public Prosecution questioned and detained
him for 15 days pending investigations after charging him
with “inciting hatred against the ruling regime” and “inciting
disobedience of the law”.
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NOVEMBER:

197.0n Saturday (November 5, 2016), the security authorities
prevented the human rights activist Dr.Monzer Al-Khor from
leaving the country as he was leaving through King Fahd
Causeway without presenting the reasons behind it.

198.0n Wednesday (November 9, 2016) security authorities
summoned a number of Al-Wefaq leaders including Sayid
Hadi Al-Musawi, Sayid Jamil Kadhem, Abdul Jalil Khalil,
Jalila Al Salman, Abdul Nabi Al Ekri, and others.

After they appeared before the Public Prosecution on
Thursday (November 10, 2016) some of them were charged
with gathering. Human rights activist Abdul Nabi Al-Ekri was
charged with gathering at Sheikh Isa Qassim’s house in Diraz
on the 1st of August 2016 at 4:15 AM, so was activist Jalila
Al-Salman charged with gathering in Al-Daih on the 11th of
August.

199.0n the 10th of November, the Public Prosecution charged the
lawyer and human rights defender, Mohammad Al-Tajer, with
“insulting government institutions, inciting hatred against a
religious sect and misusing a telecommunications
appliance.” The Public Prosecution based its charges on a
private WhatsApp voice message sent by Al-Tajer.

200.Human Rights Watch issued a statement regarding the
targeting of lawyer Mohammad Al-Tajer, stating that Bahraini
authorities have charged the prominent human rights lawyer
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201

Mohammad Al-Tajer with charges that violate his right to
freedom of speech.**

.The Bahraini Public Prosecution summoned on Saturday

(November 12, 2016), the head of monitoring and
documentation unit at the Bahrain Center for Human Rights,
activist Inas Aoun for interrogation. The Public Prosecution
accused Aoun of gathering in Al-Dair area on the 20th of June
at 11:45 PM, although protests were not staged late at that
time.

The Bahraini Public Prosecution summoned activist Ahmad
Al-Saffar as well on the 13th of November for questioning,
the summoning of activists comes as a part of a campaign
aimed at creating retaliatory cases against activists as a way
to justify the travel ban imposed on them.

202.In the same context, Former Secretary General of the National

Democratic Action Society (Wa’ad), Radhi Al-Mussawi,
received a summons ordering him to appear before the Public
Prosecution on the 13th of November. The security authorities

had prevented Al-Mussawi from leaving the country on the
10th of November.

203.In an inhumane act, Bahrain’s Ministry of Health stopped

providing milk for a Bahraini disabled child with cerebral
palsy. The child eats and drinks nothing but that milk which
is specifically made for his health condition and is all what
supplies his body with nutrition through a stomach tube.

38. Human Rights Watch https://www.hrw.org/ar/news/2016297082/01/12/


https://www.hrw.org/ar/news/2016/12/01/297082
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Although the Bahraini constitution stipulates that punishment
is personal, once the court sentenced the child’s father Qassim
Ali Hassan Al-Adhem to 10 years in prison and revoked his
citizenship, his whole family had been punished by cutting off
the living and housing allowance, in addition to the milk which
the 6 years old Faisal Qassim survives upon.*’

204.As a part of a campaign against activists practicing their right
to freedom of speech, the prominent opposition personnel
Ibrahim Sharif was charged by Bahrain’s Public Prosecution
on Sunday (13 November 2016) with “inciting hatred against
the ruling regime” over statements he made to the American
news agency, the Associated Press.

In a statement, the Public Prosecution said that it “received
a notice from the Anti-Cyber Crimes Department reporting
that a person gave a statement to a foreign agency in which
he insulted the constitutional system of the kingdom,” adding
“The Prosecution commenced interrogation with the accused
over what was included in the news piece. He; however,

39. Al-Wasat newspaper http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1179466.html


http://www.alwasatnews.com/news/1179466.html
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denied some of what was mentioned. It ordered his release
a